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About IDOM 

The Moldovan Institute for Human Rights (IDOM) is an independent non-profit organization aiming 

at defending human rights. The organization is founded by a group of lawyers, human right defenders. 

The IDOM staff has experience in monitoring the respect for human rights, the obligations undertaken 

by the Republic of Moldova before the OSCE, the United Nations, and the Council of Europe.  

IDOM’s major goal is to contribute to educating, promoting and defending the rights and freedoms 

set out in the national and international legislation.  

IDOM members have contributed to the preparation of reports on the human rights status, followed 

by reviews of human rights violations, reviews of cases, comparative analyzes of national laws against 

international acts on human rights. IDOM has contributed to writing and submitting shadow reports to 

various committees of the United Nations Organization (UN Committee for Civil and Political Rights, 

UN Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination, UN Committee against Torture). IDOM 

gets involved in defending human rights before the CoE agencies (ECRI – European Commission against 

Racism and Intolerance), CPT – European Committee for Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment, the working group of the Convention on National Minorities, the Commissioner 

for Human Rights, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe), OSCE.  

At present, the organization is made up of a group of lawyers and attorneys – human rights 

specialists – involved in the following areas of activity:  

- rights of persons living with HIV/AIDS, 

- reproductive rights and patient rights,  

- mental health,  

- justice and torture. 
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About the Project 

Name of the Project 

Assessment of pretrial detention conditions against the minimum international and European 

standards of detention to secure respect for the right to not be subject to torture, cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in the Republic of Moldova.  

Target groups of the Project 

Direct beneficiaries: The persons detained in pretrial detention sites (police stations, pretrial 

detention isolators), the staff of pretrial detention sites, local and central authorities (Ministry of 

Interior, MoJ, General Prosecutor’s Office, local public administrations etc.), lawyers/attorneys, newly 

established committees for monitoring detention sites and the new members of the old committees.  

Indirect beneficiaries: the Human Rights Center of Moldova (HRC), members of the National Torture 

Prevention Mechanism (NTPM), members of detainee families, relatives of victims of maltreatment 

and/or torture, lawyers, local committees for monitoring detention sites, representatives of the civil 

society, and the public at large.  

Project objectives 

The objectives of the Project “Assessment of pretrial detention conditions against the 

minimum international and European standards of detention to secure respect for the right to 

not be subject to torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in the Republic 

of Moldova” include the following: 

I. Partnership relations have been established with the Ministry of Interior, the HRC, Ministry of 

Health, and other relevant institutions. In addition, during Project implementation, cooperation 

relations were established with the HRC and the NTPM members who were then involved in the joint 

activities, such as visits, training courses, evaluations.  

II. Monitoring visits were held to the regions and Chișinău to assess the detention conditions in 

all the 39 pretrial detention sites. The expertise of the conditions in the detention sites was developed 

with account for the national and international policies and regulations in this field, and relevant 

conclusions and recommendations were presented. The Project team reviewed the internal 
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documents of the institutions monitored in the context of the respect for human rights, the national 

law, and the international acts to which Moldova is a party. The monitoring also included interviews 

with the institution beneficiaries and staff;  

III. Technical passports have been developed for each detention site covered by the Project. The 

existence of such passports will help: 

 Facilitate the work of the Ombudsman, NTPM members, members of local committees for 

monitoring the detention sites;  

 Identify the priorities for improving the conditions in the detention sites;  

 Quantify the needs of the relevant institutions and potential donors with regard to improving 

the conditions in the detention sites;  

 Lawyers/attorneys who may use the technical passport (assessment) data before national and 

international courts to defend cases related to detention conditions; and the detainees who can defend 

their legal rights if held in facilities that do not meet the minimum detention standards; 

 Make a review of the funds allocated by the state to pretrial detention sites, comparing the 

situation in various regions;  

 Train a group of 40 persons in promotion of human rights values, especially prevention of 

torture, ill-treatment, and in detainee rights.  

The trainings included:  

a) A general presentation of human rights, (national and international) legal framework on human 

rights and detainee rights, national and international detainee protection mechanisms, the work of 

local committees for monitoring detention sites; 

b) A study visit to a certain detention site. Documentation and monitoring of the detention sites 

– pretrial detention facilities;  

c)  Review and assessment of the reports prepared by the groups. UN and CPT reports and 

recommendations on torture and detention-related issues. ECHR judgments on torture, maltreatment 

and detention sites. Recommendations.  

IV. A public event was organized (for approx. 50 persons) and the intention was to create a special 

column about the technical passports on the webpage of the Ministry of Interior and of the HRC, to 

make them public and accessible; making use of the organizational structure of the HRC, the 

dissemination of the report is planned as part of some joint activities; 
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V. The Project has raised the awareness of the competent authorities, civil society, lawyers, 

members of local committees for monitoring the detention sites, and the public about prevention of 

torture and their role in preventing this phenomenon.  

 

Project staff: 

1. Vanu Jereghi – Executive Director, Moldovan Institute for Human Rights 

2. Anatolie Munteanu – Ombudsman, Director of the Human Rights Center of Moldova 

3. Radu Nicoară – Project Coordinator, Moldovan Institute for Human Rights 

4. Natalia Conea-Buşilă– Project Assistant, Moldovan Institute for Human Rights 

5. Elena Grumeza – Financial Manager, Moldovan Institute for Human Rights 

6. Lilian Dolinţa – Financial Assistant, Moldovan Institute for Human Rights 

 

  



17 
 

Status of the Respect for Human Rights in Moldova 
 

 

The prohibition against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment is 

one of the fundamental values of a democratic society. The torture and maltreatment of persons 

deprived of freedom usually takes place in the detention facilities that are inaccessible to public 

attention.  

The phenomenon of torture in its different forms is still a practice used in Moldova. Although a slight 

improvement can be noticed, the phenomenon of torture continues to prevail in Moldova, especially 

in the detention sites of police stations. Moldovan detention sites do not meet the minimum detention 

standards and there are no criteria and/or documents that would confirm them.  

International and national bodies consider torture and maltreatment to be widely spread in 

Moldova and that the mechanisms for filing complaints, investigation, criminal sentencing and 

punishment do not correspond to the scope and severity of the crimes, also confirmed by the cases 

referred to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) in which Moldova was condemned for 

inhuman or inadequate detention conditions. Statistics of Moldova’s convictions by the ECHR: 

No.  

Use of torture in 27 cases 

Inadequate 

detention 

conditions – 23 

cases 

Inadequate 

medical 

assistance 

7 cases 

Insufficient 

investigation of 

domestic 

violence 

5 cases 

Amount of 

damages 

62,5699 euros 18,3100 euros 103,903 euros 75,450 euros 

  

Total damages collected in favor of the applicants – 988,000 euros  

There is a total number of 62 cases in which Moldova has been condemned for violating Art.3 of the 

ECHR.  

The common problems in all pretrial detention isolators and penitentiaries are poor hygiene, limited 

access to medical services and lack of medicine, as well as the risk of contamination with tuberculosis 

and other diseases.  
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The international acts to which Moldova is a party set out specific institutional, jurisdictional and 

substantial obligations for combating torture. In addition to the obligations deriving from such 

international documents, Moldova has assumed the responsibility to eradicate torture in the EU – 

Moldova Action Plan. The Parliamentary Assembly and the Council of Ministers of the Council of 

Europe have repeatedly expressed their concern about the situation in the democratic institutions of 

Moldova, and have issued recommendations and resolutions to improve the situation, including the 

one related to the prevention and combating of torture.  

After its latest visit to Moldova, in June 2011, the CPT mentioned in its report that a significant 

number of detainees interviewed by its delegation had complained about having been maltreated by 

policemen during the months preceding the visit of the delegation. Consequently, the CPT recommends 

Moldovan authorities to decisively continue implementing the anti-torture measures. In addition, the 

CPT recommends strengthening the mechanisms for investigating the alleged maltreatments. The CPT 

recommends the Moldovan authorities to firmly follow the national scheme for the renovation of 

pretrial detention facilities within police stations.  

On 2 September 2010, the Government approved the National Action Plan on Human Rights for 

2011–2014 that includes a chapter entitled “Prevention and Combating of Torture.” The Plan has a 

number of objectives meant to improve detention conditions, including to reduce overcrowding, 

improve medical treatment, employment and reintegration of detainees, and staff training.  

On October 2011, at the 12th Session of the UN Council for Human Rights, Moldova was reviewed 

as part of the Universal Periodic Review. During this process, Australia and Hungary noted that “the 

pretrial detention isolators and the pretrial detention facilities were under the international standards 

and far from being ideal.” In this sense, the concrete recommendations formulated for the Moldovan 

Government were that it should “give priority to improving the detention conditions in the plan of the 

project to reform the judicial system, under adoption (Hungary), and to make a declaration under 

articles 21 and 22 of the Convention against Torture to improve the conditions of detainees and to 

prevent the maltreatment of detainees in the penitentiaries of the Ministry of Interior” (Poland)”. 

On 3 November 2011, the Parliament in the first reading passed the Justice Sector Reform Strategy 

for 2011-2016 (JSRS). The JSRS aims at building a justice sector that would be accessible, efficient, 

independent, transparent and professional, with increased public trust,that would respect the 

European standards and would secure the rule of law. The Action Plan developed to implement the 
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JSRS was dictated by the need to turn the JSRS into a simple to apply tool, with a clear planning of its 

actions. One of its strategic issues was “Protection of human rights as related to the persons deprived 

of freedom. Eradication of torture and maltreatment.”  

Only at the beginning of 2009, the ECtHR found that Moldova had five times violated its obligations 

to prevent torture and ill-treatment, as provided by Article 3 of the ECHR. In its report of February 2009 

on its visit to Moldova, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment concluded that “ill-treatments in the initial period of police custody are 

widely spread”. He found that the police use torture to get testimonies: “Torture methods such as 

severe beatings, with fists, rubber truncheons, and baseball bats, including on soles, electro-shocks, 

asphyxiation through gas masks, putting needles under fingernails and suspension are used in order to 

extract confessions from suspects. In general these acts are performed when suspects refuse to 

“cooperate”. The torture and ill-treatment is normally inflicted avoiding visible marks (by putting cloth 

around the wrists when suspending, beating on soles, fabric around the baseball bat used for beatings 

etc.). “  

Taking into account the above-stated issue and after implementing projects related to the issue of 

torture, as well as the above-mentioned projects, IDOM decided it should by all means continue 

contributing to raising awareness, prevention and fight against torture and ill-treatment, but with 

emphasis on the detention sites of the police stations of Moldova, reviewing and assessing the 

detention conditions, on the fundamental legal safeguards and trainings in human rights. The technical 

passports for each pretrial detention site were developed after having assessed the detention 

conditions in all the 39 police stations, based on the Istanbul Protocol (Manual of effective 

investigation and documentation of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments and 

treatments). The assessment will give the detention facilities the chance to revise the needs of the 

detention sites against the international standards and to give them priority, taking into account the 

insufficient funds for improving the conditions in the detention sites.  

The Project “Assessment of pretrial detention conditions against the minimum international 

and European standards of detention to secure respect for the right to not be subject to torture, 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in the Republic of Moldova” aims to 

contribute to raising awareness, preventing and fighting torture and ill-treatment in Moldovan pretrial 
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detention sites, reviewing and assessing the detention conditions, fundamental legal safeguards, and 

conducting trainings in the area of human rights.  
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Legislative, Administrative and Judicial Measures for the Protection of Human 

Rights in Detention Sites. Basic Standards for the Detention of Persons 

Having reviewed the normative framework that regulates the operation of provisional detention 

isolators in police facilities, we distinguish between: 

1. The normative framework and international standards; and 

2. The national normative framework and national standards. 

The international standards that provide for minimum conditions for the persons held in police 

isolators are represented by: 

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 Dec 1948 to which Moldova adhered by 

Parliament Decision no.217-XII of 28 July 1990; 

 UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Punishments or 

Treatments of 10 Dec 1984, adhered to by Parliament Decision no.473-XIII of 31 May 1995; 

 Principles for the Protection of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment, 

adopted by Resolution no. 43/173 of the Un General Assembly of 9 Dec 1988; 

 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice ("The 

Beijing Rules"), UN Resolution 40/33 of 29 Nov 1985; 

 The UN Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (SMRs) were initially adopted 

by the first UN Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders that took place 

in 1955, and approved by the UN Economic and Social Council by Resolution 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 

1957 and 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977. 

At the European level, there are the following documents that stipulate the minimum conditions for 

the detention of persons in police’s isolators: 

 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of 4 Nov 1950, 

ratified by Parliament Decision no. 1298 of 24 July 1997; 
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 UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment, adopted and opened for signing at the UN General Assembly through Resolution 39/46 

of 10 Dec 1984. Entered into force on 26 June 1987.  

 European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Other Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment of 26 Nov 1987, joined by Parliamentary Decision no.473-XIII of 31 May 

1997, ratified by Parliament Decision no.1238-XIII of 9 July 1997;  

 Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers and Member States on the European Prison 

Rules REC(2006)2 adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 11 Jan 2006, during the 952nd reunion of 

the Ministers’ Deputies); 

 Recommendation Rec(2006)13 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the use of 

remand in custody, the conditions in which it takes place and the provision of safeguards against abuse 

(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 27 Sept 2006 at the 974th reunion of the Ministers’ 

Deputies); 

As a result of the activities carried out by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and 

Inhuman or Degrading Punishment or Treatment (CPT), set up in 1987 by the Convention with the same 

name of the Council of Europe, standards on detention conditions were developed, defined as the CPT 

Standards, which are used to establish the minimum detention conditions in police facilities.  

Three rights of the persons apprehended by the police are considered by the CPT as having special 

importance: 

1. the right to have the fact of one's detention notified to a relative or another third party of one's choice 

(a family member, a friend,  the counselor); 

2. right of access to a lawyer; and  

3. the right to request to be examined by a doctor of his/her own choice (in addition to any medical 

examination carried out by a doctor called by the police).  

In CPT’s opinion, these rights are three fundamental safeguards against the ill-treatment used against 

detainees, which must be applied from the beginning of the deprivation of freedom, regardless of how this is 

described in the respective legal system (apprehension etc.). 
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Custody by the police is in principle of relatively short duration. Consequently, physical conditions of 

detention cannot be expected to be as good in police establishments as in other places of detention where 

persons may be held for lengthy periods.  

Certain elementary material requirements should be met.  

 All police cells should be of a reasonable size for the number of persons they are used to 

accommodate, and have adequate lighting (i.e. sufficient to read by, sleeping periods excluded) and 

ventilation. 

 Preferably, cells should enjoy natural light.  

 Cells should be equipped with a means of rest (e.g. a fixed chair or bench), and persons obliged to 

stay overnight in custody should be provided with a clean mattress and blankets. 

 Persons in custody should be allowed to comply with the needs of nature when necessary in clean 

and decent conditions, and be offered adequate washing facilities.  

 They should be given food at appropriate times, including at least one full meal (i.e. something 

more substantial than a sandwich) every day. 1 

 The issue of what is a reasonable size for a police cell is a difficult question. Many factors have to 

be taken into account when making such an assessment. However, CPT delegations consented to the 

following criterion (seen as a desirable level rather than a minimum standard) to be currently used when 

assessing police cells intended for single occupancy for stays in excess of a few hours: in the order of 7 

square meters, 2 meters or more between walls, 2.5 meters between floor and ceiling.  

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 The CPT also advocates that persons kept in police custody for 24 hours or more should, as far as possible, be offered outdoor exercise every 
day. 
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Evaluation of Minimum Conditions in Police Inspectorate Isolators  

According to the International Standards and Minimum European Standards for 

Securing the Respect for the Right To Not Be Subject to Torture, Cruel, Inhuman 

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

According to the Recommendation Rec(2006)13 of the Committee of Ministers of the Member 

States on Remand in Custody, the conditions in which this takes place, and the application of safeguards 

against abuse, detention authorities are recommended to take into account the rights and fundamental 

freedoms of all persons deprived of freedom and especially the need to ensure that the persons placed 

in remand on custody are capable of not only preparing their defense and maintain the relations with 

their families but also are held in conditions that are compatible to their legal status based on the 

presumption of innocence.  

The person to be placed in remand on custody and his lawyer will have access in due time to all the 

documentation that is relevant for such a decision.  

According to the European Prison Rules, valid for any police detention facility, at admission the 

following details shall be recorded immediately concerning each prisoner: 

a) information concerning the identity of the prisoner; 

b) the reasons for commitment and the authority for it; 

c) the day and hour of admission; 

d) an inventory of the personal property of the prisoner that is to be held in safekeeping in 

accordance with Rule 31; 

e) any visible injuries and complaints about prior ill-treatment; 

f) subject to the requirements of medical confidentiality, any information about the prisoner’s 

health that is relevant to the physical and mental well-being of the prisoner or others.  

Regarding the national standards that regulate the minimum detention conditions in the 

institutions subordinated to the police, we can highlight the following: 

 Law no.320 of 27 Dec 2012 on the Policing and Policeman’s Status. According to Art.21 letter 

j), k) the police shall secure the guarding and operation under the law of detention sites organized 

within police units as well as the escorting of apprehended and detained persons; 
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 The Enforcement Code. According to Art.1751 (institutions ensuring the execution of the 

apprehension) and the status of execution of criminal punishments by convicts, approved by the 

Government Decision 583 of 26 May 2006 

(1) The arrest of up to 72 hours, as a procedural constraint measure, shall be secure in provisional 

detention isolators, except for the arrest of militaries, which is conducted in garrison or in the military 

command of the garrison, with respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and adequate 

detention conditions.  

(2) The person apprehended under para. (1) is immediately subject to a medical examination upon 

entry to and exit from the detention site as well as upon request, at his own expense, throughout the 

period of detention. The medical examination takes place on conditions of confidentiality.  

-  Order no.223 of 6 July 2012 on Approving the Instructions on the Work of Provisional Detention 

Isolators of the Ministry of Interior; 

 Order no.308 of 7 Nov 2011 on Amending and Completing the Order of the Ministry of Interior 

no.5 of 5 Jan 2004; 

 Annex no.1 to the Order of the Ministry of Interior no.223 of 6 July 2012, Instructions on the 

work of provisional detention isolators of the Ministry of Interior.  

 Hereinafter, we will review the legality of the orders of the minister of interior on the work of 

police detention facilities. Such orders have been published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of 

Moldova. According to para.(2) of Art.68 of the Law no.317-XV of 18 July 2003 on the normative acts 

of the Government and of other central and local public administration authorities, all normative acts 

of the Government and of other central public administration authorities shall be published in the 

Official Gazette of Moldova under the law and under the responsibility of their chiefs. In this sense, 

the provisions of Art.4 of the above-said law are violated i.e. the provisions on a mandatory principle 

for enforcing the normative act – transparency, publicity, and accessibility.  

- Law no.1349 on the Ombudsman. According to its Art.23, the Human Rights Center sets up an 

advisory council to provide consultancy and assistance to ombudsmen in their performance of tasks as 

national torture prevention mechanisms. It is a requirement for the advisory council to include 

representatives of the civic associations working in human rights protection.  

- Law no.235 of 22 Nov 2008 on the Civic Inspection of Detention Sites. According to its Art.3, 

the monitoring of detention conditions of detainees and of their treatments is done by monitoring 
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committees which are standing bodies, without legal status, set up in each administrative-territorial 

unit of the second level where there are institutions that ensure the detention of persons.  

 Nonetheless, the legislative acts and the acts of the Ministry of Interior that regulate the work 

of provisional detention isolators of the police have provisions that aim to guarantee the physical and 

psychological integrity of the person. Thus, in detention isolators, the apprehended persons are 

secured their rights and fundamental freedoms as well as are secured the minimum safeguards 

necessary to secure the right to not be subject to torture or inhuman or degrading treatment. The 

following safeguards will be secured especially to the persons apprehended by the police: 

1. The criminal investigation officers are required to attach to the personal file of the prevented 

person the report on the explicit verbal communication about the essence of the suspicion, grounds 

and reason for the deprivation as well as mandatory reports showing the exact date, hour and place 

of the apprehension as well as the fact that the person has been informed verbally about his rights, 

against his signature; 

2. Mandatory medical examination of the persons held in the provisional detention isolator by 

feldshers in the shortest time possible in conditions of confidentiality without the participation of the 

police in order to not intimidate the detainee’s confidentiality (except for the contrary express request 

of the medical staff in a special case), as well as the two-stage medical examination, upon entry to and 

exit from the detention site; 

3. Detention under the law of persons, observance of the regime and detention conditions in 

provisional detention isolators.    

In accordance with the provisions of Art.1751 of the Enforcement Code of Moldova no.443-XV of 24 

Dec 2004, the apprehension of up to 72 hours as a procedural measure of constraint shall be ensured 

by provisional detention isolators.  

Persons who have been apprehended for 72 hours (adults) or for 24 hours (minors) are held in the 

provisional detention isolators of the Ministry of Interior.  

According to the work instructions of isolators, the work and detention regime includes the 

conditions for keeping the apprehended persons under arrest, the necessary conditions of detention 

in compliance with the European standards as well as the strict execution of the provisions of the 

Criminal Procedure Code, Criminal Code, and Enforcement Code.  
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According to the above-said acts, the following safeguards are provided for the DETENTION 

CONDITIONS:  

 Upon placing a person in the detention isolator, the state is required to ensure that the person 

is held in conditions compatible with the respect for human dignity, that the manner and method of 

execution of the punishment does not cause suffering or pain of an intensity that increases the level 

of suffering inherent in detention and having in mind the requirements of detention, and that the 

person’s health and integrity are adequately secured.  

 In addition, the following shall be provided: adequate quality and sufficient quantity of food, 

adequate medical assistance, respect for the sanitary-hygiene norms, personal safety, lighting, 

ventilation, non-admission of overcrowding of cells, exercises in fresh air at least for one hour per day, 

access to the sanitary installations upon request, regular access to the shower rooms, running water 

inside the cells, the use of window shutters, blinds or metallic bars that deprive the detainees of natural 

lighting and hinder fresh air from entering their bedrooms is strictly forbidden (except when special 

security measures are needed to prevent the risk of realization of criminal networks and/or activities); 

sanitized sanitary installations that are maintained permanently clean, adequate heating, permanent 

care and special medical installations; one bed for each detainee, proper bed linen (pillow, pillowcase, 

bed sheets, blankets), to be provided by the detention facility, and detainees shall be equally allowed 

to bring their own linen from home; adequate treatment of detainees; each detention site must have 

a well-equipped medical office, nursery rooms, a pharmacy for keeping the medications in optimal 

conditions, separate beds, sanitary installations, a bathing room, a waling yard, a hearing room for the 

apprehended or arrested persons, an interrogation room, a meal distribution room, tables and chairs 

in cells, and audio/video surveillance equipment. 

 Meals shall be provided in according with Art. 228 of the Enforcement Code, three times per 

day, at pre-established hours, free of charge, and the food should be warm. The meals shall be covered 

by the state budget, in accordance with the minimum standards established by the Government.  
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Meals shall be provided in accordance with:  

a) Government Decision no.609 of 29 May 2006 “On Approving Minimum Standards for the Daily 

Meals of Detainees and Issue of Detergents,” with a daily norm of not less than 15 lei and with three 

meals provided per day;  

b) para.(6) art. 435 of the Code for Contraventions, according to which “an apprehended person 

shall be provided at least with the conditions set out in the Moldovan Enforcement Code for the persons 

subject to pretrial arrest.” 

 The detained persons can enjoy a food regime that takes into account their age, health condition 

and physical condition: 

 The detainee shall be provided water on a permanent basis. 

 Not less than 4m2 of cell area shall be provided to each detainee.  

 In cells, there must be installed separate regular or bunk beds, with the area of 1.9 x 0.7 m, 

fixed to the floor and walls. The bed carcass shall be made of metal angle while the sleeping area shall 

be made of wood, with the thickness of at least 40 mm;  

 The tables and chairs in cells must take into account the parameter of 0.4 linear meters per 

person and be fixed to the floor and walls; 

 Cell windows must ensure natural lighting and free access of day light. The windows must be 

made of double pane glass, of not less than 0.9 x 0.5 m, with a mandatory provision for hopper 

casement, for airing the cells.  

 The sanitary installations in the cell must include a toilet seat and a sink, in separate cabins, 

with doors that open outside or a separation wall, with the height of not less than 1 m. It is also 

necessary to provide permanent access to drinking water.  

 The forced ventilation system must correspond to the room area to ensure efficient ventilation.  

 The provisional detention isolators have rooms for criminal investigation actions and for 

meetings (interrogation offices and meeting rooms) whose windows shall have metal bars while the 

furniture for the apprehended and arrested persons shall be steadily fixed onto the floor. The 

interrogation offices shall be located close to the block of rooms and cells.  
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TECHNICAL PASSPORTS  

OF THE PRETRIAL DETENTION ISOLATORS OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 

 

As part of the activities of the Project “Assessment of pretrial detention conditions against the 

minimum international and European standards of detention to secure respect for the right to not 

be subject to torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in the Republic of 

Moldova,” the IDOM group of experts carried out monitoring visits to all the Police Inspectorates in all 

the districts of the Republic of Moldova, in the period between 1 October 2012 and 1 October 2013. 

The management of the Inspectorates had not been notified in advance about the visits in order to 

ensure objectivity in the evaluation process.  

 As a result of the visits, technical passports have been developed for each of the facilities visited.  

Five police inspectorates in Moldova (located in the districts of Criuleni, Dubăsari, Străşeni, Glodeni and 

Dondușeni) do not have pretrial detention isolators, or their operation has been suspended.  
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1. Pretrial Detention Isolator of the district of BUIUCANI, Chişinău 

Date of visit: 25 March 2013 

We did not find any persons detained when visiting this isolator.  

During our visit, we held discussions with Mihai Morarenco, Head of the Guard Unit, who told us 

that no persons had been detained in this isolator since April 2009, and therefore, all the cells (three) 

had to be turned into offices for keeping internal documents.  

The IDOM team was shown all the cells (images in annex no.1) that, according to the data of the 

Inspectorate staff, were not currently used. In addition, we noticed that the cells had not been sealed 

or welded, and so, it was possible for them to be used by the Inspectorate staff to intimidate the 

persons in custody.  

During the visit, we were shown two offices for interrogations. The offices had a desk, two chairs, 

and a video camera. According to the staff, the persons held in custody spend not more than 3 hours 

in the Inspectorate and then, as applicable, are released or transported for detention to the Chişinău 

Police Inspectorate.  

The sanitary installations were located in the building’s basement where there was no video 

surveillance.  

After assessing the conditions in the isolator, the expert team found that the detention conditions 

did not meet the minimum national and international standards, due to the lack of the following: 

natural light, windows in cells, sanitary installations, shower, warm water, heating in winter, furniture, 

a place where the detainees could walk, or medical services (in images).  
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Recommendations: 

Short term – to suspend completely the isolator’s operation by welding the cells or changing the 

designation of these locations and use them for other purposes as soon as possible.  

Long term – if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the conditions in the isolator to 

the national and international standards in order to prevent human rights violations in this facility.  
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2. Pretrial Detention Isolator of the district of RÎŞCANI, Chişinău 

Date of visit: 5 April 2013 

Once arrived at the Inspectorate, we signed in and then the operative officer on duty Mr. Dan 

Cardaniuc took us around the isolator and showed us the four cells (images). 

Cell no.1 
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Cell no.2 
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Cell no.3 

      

Cell no.4 

    

There were no apprehended persons held in the isolator at the time of our visit.  

The cells had benches of 0.4-05 m width and 1.9-2.5m length. Each cell had artificial light placed 

after a metallic board with holes; natural light could also penetrate through a metallic board with holes, 

located in the upper side of the walls. It was impossible to open them. We did not find a functional 

ventilation system. The isolator’s hall had sanitary installations (toilet, faucet) with cold water. 

According to the institution’s staff, persons are usually detained here for up to 3 hours and then, as 

applicable, are released or transported for detention to the Chişinău General Police Inspectorate.  
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 There was a video camera installed in the isolator hall.  

After assessing the conditions in the isolator, the expert group concluded that the detention 

conditions did not meet the minimum national and international standards, which results from the lack 

of:  

a) sanitary installations in each cell;  

b) heating in winter time;  

c) necessary furniture and bed linen; 

d) a detainee walking courtyard;  

e) a food unit; 

f) medical services provided etc. 

We were also shown the two offices used for interrogations and meetings with the lawyer and 

investigator. The offices were repaired, endowed with central heating, double pane window and door, 

a wooden desk and two chairs. The office for meetings with the investigator (images) also had two 

safes and a video camera, while in the other office (images) we found two metal hangers and two 

wooden shelves attached to the wall.  

Office for meetings with the investigator: 
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Office for meetings with the lawyer: 

   

 

Recommendations:  

To suspend the operation of the isolator. Or, if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align 

all the conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards in order to prevent human 

rights violations inside this facility.  
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3. Pretrial Detention Isolator of the district of CIOCANA, Chişinău 

Date of visit: 5 April 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with Mr. Pavel Stegărescu, operative inspector on duty, who 

told us that the isolator currently had three cells (images) and that no persons were being held in 

custody at that time.  

Cell no. 1 

   

 

Cell no. 2 
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Cell no. 3 

   

 

The group of experts were shown the cells that, according to the Inspectorate’s staff, were currently 

used for detaining persons for up to three hours who afterwards were released or transported to the 

Chişinău General Police Inspectorate, as applicable. According to the information provided to us, 

persons could not be detained for more than three hours due to the lack of conditions in the isolator. 

The staff especially made reference to the impossibility to provide the detainees with food or medical 

assistance.  

During our visit, we were shown two offices used for interrogations, which were endowed with a 

desk, two chairs, and a video camera.  

After assessing the conditions in the isolator, the expert group found that the detention conditions 

did not meet the minimum national and international standards, due to the lack of: 

a) sanitary installations and food unit; 

b) windows in each cell;  

c) heating of cells in winter time;  

d) necessary furniture; 

e) bed linen; 

f) a detainee walking courtyard;  

g) medical services; 
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h) a ventilation system, etc. 

 

Recommendations: 

Short term – to suspend completely the isolator’s operation by welding the cells or changing the 

designation of these locations to use them for other purposes as soon as possible. 

Long term – if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to determine another place for detaining 

persons, so that it observes all national and international standards in order to prevent human rights 

violations in this facility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



40 
 

 

4.  Pretrial Detention Isolator of the district of BOTANICA, Chişinău 

Date of visit:  25 April 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with Mr. Adrian Namolovan, Head of the Operational 

Management Unit, who told us that one juvenile was currently held in custody, and that the isolator 

had four functional cells.  

According to the Inspectorate staff, persons were detained for up to three hours, and afterwards 

they were either released or transported to the Chişinău General Police Inspectorate, as applicable. 

According to the information provided to us, persons could not be detained for more than three hours 

here due to the lack of conditions in the isolator. The staff especially referred to the impossibility to 

provide food or medical assistance to the detainees.   

The room for meetings with the lawyer and investigator (images) was located in the right wing of 

the Inspectorate, inside the criminal investigation section, and was under video surveillance. 

       

The video surveillance system was functional. Two video cameras had been installed in the isolator 

hall, which made it possible to view the entire hall. The third camera monitored the entrance of the 

Inspectorate. Another video camera was installed in the meeting room. 

The working group also found the need for renovating the ventilation system.  

The artificial lighting came from the bulb installed in the hall of the cells through a hole covered by 

iron bars, above the door, carved in the wall that separated the hall from the cell. Natural lighting was 

missing due to the lack of windows.  
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Here, humidity varied between 57 and 59%; the temperature was +24 C (versus +21C outside the 

facility). 

 

Cell no. 1 on the right from the isolator entrance (images) 

Size: Total area – 10.9 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench, fixed to the floor and wall. 
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Cell no. 2 on the right of the isolator entrance (images) 

Size: Total area- 9.27 m2. 

Furniture: 2 wood benches, fixed to the floor and wall.  
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Cell no. 3 on the left of the isolator entrance (images) 

Size: Total area- 10.7 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench, fixed to the floor and wall.  

   

 

Cell no. 4 on the left of the isolator entrance (images) 

Size: Total area - 8.67 m2. 

Furniture: 2 wood benches, fixed to the floor and wall.  
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We were also shown a room of a ‘cage’ type (images) that staff said was used in rare cases.  
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During the monitoring, the expert group found incompliance of conditions with the minimum 

national and international standards, due to the lack of windows in cells, sanitary installations, heating 

in winter time, furniture and linen necessary for each detainee, lack of a place for walking and of 

provision of medical services, etc.  

 

Recommendations: 

Short term – to completely suspend the isolator’s operation by welding cell doors or changing the 

designation of these rooms and using them for other purposes as soon as possible; 

Long term – if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to determine another place for detaining 

persons, which would observe all the national and international standards, so that to prevent violation 

of human rights in this facility.  
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5. Pretrial Detention Isolator of the district of Centru, Chişinău 

Date of visit: 13 Nov 2013 

During the visit, we held discussions with Mr. Sergiu Bubu, Head of the Operational Management 

Unit, who told us that there were no persons currently detained in the isolator.  

According to the Inspectorate staff, persons are detained for up to three hours in the room located 

near the guard unit, which is a room isolated by metal bars. There is video surveillance in this room.  

 According to the information we received, the 4 cells of the former isolator were currently non-

operational but were not sealed.  

 According to the information provided to us, persons are not detained for more than three hours 

due to the lack of conditions in the isolator. The staff especially referred to the impossibility to provide 

meals or medical assistance to the detainees.  

The room for meetings with the lawyer and investigator was under video surveillance. The room 

had 1 desk and 5 chairs. It was isolated by a transparent wall that allowed viewing inside the room.  

Humidity in the isolator varied between 57 and 59%, temperature was +20 C (versus +14C outside 

the facility).  

As a result of the monitoring, the expert group found incompliance of conditions with the minimum 

national and international standards, due to the lack of windows in cells, sanitary installations, heating 

in winter time, furniture, linen necessary for each detainee, a place for walking, provision of medical 

services, etc.  

Recommendations: 

Short term – to suspend completely the operation of the isolator by welding the cell doors or 

changing the designation of these rooms and use them for other purposes as soon as possible; 

Long term – if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to determine another place for detaining 

persons, so that to observe all the national and international standards, in order to prevent human 

rights violations inside this facility.  
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6. Pretrial Detention Isolator of ANENII-NOI 

Date of visit: 27 March 2013 

At the beginning, the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Sergiu Boroda invited us to his office where we 

discussed about the work of the Inspectorate and especially about the functioning of its provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that the isolator had 13 cells but that 

only 5 were being currently used. There were major repair works done in the cells in 2010, from own 

funds, not foreseen in the institution’s budget.  

 

General findings: 

After our general discussions, we proceeded to the visit and monitoring of conditions in the isolator, 

which was located on the second floor of the institution. During the monitoring, we were accompanied 

by the Chief of the Inspectorate and by the head of the operational management unit.  

 The Inspectorate is fully connected to the central heating system that was currently working, and 

so, in the cells at 14:00 hours was +16C (versus +10C outside the facility).  

The expert group was shown all the cells, except for the ones that were sealed (three). At the 

request of the working group, one cell was unsealed for us to see the conditions inside.  

 The bathroom (images). At the beginning we assessed the conditions in the bathroom, which 

turned out to be unsatisfactory. In the bathroom, the ventilation system was not working and an 

unpleasant smell prevailed. No water ran from the taps when we opened them. The water supply 

system is activated from the hall by the guard staff and so the detainees cannot connect to the water 

from inside the cells. The electric boiler for heating the water was located in the hall. During out visit, 

it was not connected, to save electric power. According to the staff, the detainees usually do no request 

a shower. Temperature = (+ 16 C) and humidity = (44 %).  

 

 



48 
 

 
 

The ventilation system was not working when we started the monitoring but it was connected at 

the request of the working group and we were able to check its functionality.  

Meals were provided to the detainees once a day (only lunch) and the food is brought from a 

specialized facility (cafeteria) with which a services contract had been concluded. Breakfast and supper 

is not provided to the detainees. They eat the food brought to them by their relatives. The responsible 

staff of the Inspectorate does not forbid or restrict its transmission.  

Thus, meals are not provided to the detainees according to art.247 of the Enforcement Code of the 

Republic of Moldova no.443-XV of 24 Dec 2004, which provides for warm meals to be provided three 

times per day at established hours.  

In addition, there was currently a pregnant woman detained for whom additional meals were 

provided according to Annex no.1 to the order of the Ministry of Interior no.5 of 2012 on the 

”Instructions on the Operation of Provisional Detention Isolators of Police Stations”.  

The The Food Unit(images) had 2 tables, 2 sinks, 1 bench, and 1 drawer. There was 1 electric kettle 

and 1 bucket on the table, and 3 aluminum pots and 1 bucket on the bench, apparently for keeping 

food products. In the drawer, there were 4 cups, 3 plates and 1 pan. The concrete floor and walls in 

this room required substantial renovation. Temperature +15.6 C, humidity +48 %. 
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Video surveillance system 

In the hall, there were installed two video cameras, on both sides of the ceiling, whose direction 

enabled seeing the entire hall and the cells.  

The cells. According to the Inspectorate staff, the persons are detained in the isolator for not more 

than three days. On Tuesdays and Fridays, they bring in persons held under arrest in Penitentiary no. 

13 of Chişinău, for procedural measures or for appearance in court hearings.  

Temperature and humidity in cells varied between: T: +16.5 C and +17.5 C; H: 42 % and 45% 

The artificial lighting source was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche above the 

door, protected by a metal net to exclude detainees’ free access to the electric network, and the quality 

of the artificial light was satisfactory. 
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The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were placed inside each 

cell, separated by a wall.  

During our visit, there were two persons detained in the isolator: two men in cells no.3 and no.4, 

and one woman in cell no.8. According to the woman, she had been in the isolator for three days, was 

five months pregnant, and had two minor children at home. In our discussions with the other 

detainees, they did not express any objections to the detention conditions and attitude of the 

Inspectorate staff.  

The functional cells (no.10; 8; 6; 4; 3) and the nun-functional ones (no.11; 9; 7; 5; 2) were endowed 

with big enough windows (length – 0.95 m, width – 0.91), thus having access to natural light in normal 

conditions. The windows were covered with bars. One could open the windows only from outside the 

cells. Cells no.1, 12 and 13 were sealed (images). 
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Cell no.11 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 9.67 m2 

No persons were being currently held in this cell.  

Bed linen was missing.  

Furniture: one wood bench. 
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Cell no.10 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 9.67 m2 

Available bed linen: None. 

Furniture: two wood benches and a table fixed to the floor. 
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Cell no.9 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 5.45 m2 

There were no detainees currently held in the cell. 

Available bed linen: None. 

Furniture: one wood bench. 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



54 
 

Cell no. 8 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 5.39 m2 

At the time of our visit, there was a five months pregnant woman held in this cell. 

Available bed linen: blanket, matrass, pillow case.  

Furniture: one bunk bed, one wood table, and two chairs fixed to the floor. 

 

   

Cell no. 7 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 10.81 m2 

There were currently no detainees held in this cell.  

Available bed linen: blanket.  

Furniture: one wood bench. 
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Cell no. 6 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 11.53 m2 

There were currently no persons held in this cell. 

Available bed linen: blanket and matrass.  

Furniture: two beds and one wooden table fixed to the floor.  
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Cell no. 5 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 5.67 m2 

There were currently no persons held in this cell. 

Available bed linen: blanket and matrass.  

Furniture: a wood bench. 
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Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 5.39 m2 

There were currently no persons held in this cell.  

Available bed linen: blanket, matrass, and a pillow case that, according to the detainee, had been 

brought by his relatives.  

Furniture: one bunk bed, one wooden table and two chairs, fixed to the floor. 
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 5.63 m2 

There was currently one man held in this cell.  

Available bed lined: blanket and a matrass.  

Furniture: one wood bench. 
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 5.15 m2 

There were currently no persons held in this cell. 

Available bed linen: one matrass.  

Furniture: one wood bench. 

  

   

 

Medical assistance. During our visit, we found there was nobody responsible for the medical 

assistance. In such case, we considered this a violation of the detainee rights in accordance with the 

legislation in force, which provides that medical assistance should be provided to the persons held in 

detention isolators as necessary or upon their request by qualified staff and free of charge. Detained 
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persons must enjoy free medical treatment and medication in an amount similar to the one stipulated 

in the Single Program of Compulsory Medical Insurance. 

In accordance with art. 3 of the ECHR, the state is obliged to ensure the treatment of detainees in 

adequate conditions, to have one well-equipped medical room arranged in each detention site, 

nursery rooms, and a pharmacy for storing medications in optimal conditions. In this sense, we found 

that nothing had been done (images). 

 

The meeting and interrogation rooms (images) were equipped with 1 desk, 2 chairs, and the 

Inspectorate staff told us there was audio interception in the room.  

 

On the desk in the hall were the registers in which entries had been made in pencil, which shows 

that they could be changed. The detainee who was currently walking in the yard was not shown in the 

register for recording cell exits.  

Towards the end of the visit, at the request of the expert group, we went to see the walking area 

for detainees (images). The video camera was missing in the walking yard. Metal bars were installed 

in the top side of the yard, but they were not covered with net whose presence is stipulated in the 
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technical construction parameters. The detainees are monitored only by guardians. According to the 

guard staff, the average walking duration for a detainee was one hour per day. According to the 

technical construction parameters of PDI, the height of the walls up to the bars must not be less than 

3m, while in this facility their height was 2.27 m. 

   

Recommendations: 

Short term: 

1. Ensure timely entries made in registers according to the legal requirements;  

2. Adjust the conditions in the bathroom and ensure the access of detainees to warm water when 

they request it;  

3. Install a video/audio recording camera in the detainee walking yard;  

4. Restrict access by sealing the unused cells;  

5. Hire a doctor to examine persons’ health condition upon their arrival in the isolator and provide 

timely medical services, as well as arrange a well-equipped medical room, a nursery’s room, and a 

pharmacy for storing medications in optimal conditions in each detention site.  

 

Long term: 

1. If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the conditions in the isolator to the 

national and international standards in view of preventing human rights violations in this facility.  
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7. Pretrial Detention Isolator of IALOVENI 

Date of visit:  29 May 2013 

The detainee registers were kept in the operative service office and their entries coincided with the 

current situation (images). 

 

Starting with 2008, the isolator located in the basement of the Inspectorate has not been used due 

to the lack of minimum detention conditions therein. Inside the former isolator there are 8 cells, one 

room for keeping and distributing food (images), and one duty room.  
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Areas of cells in the isolator:  

 Cell no. 1 = 14,14 m2;  

 Cell no. 2 was closed and used for storing special means (images); 

   
 Cell no. 3 = 6.84 m2;  

 Cells 4–8 = 11.09 m2 / each (images). 
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Due to the lack of funds, no repair works had been done in the isolator. The Inspectorate has at its 

disposal only one provisional detention room, located on the first floor of the facility, with an area of 

4.06 m2 (images).  

   

Conditions in the provisional detention room: 

There was no ventilation system, windows, sanitary installations, posters with information about 

detainee rights/obligations, bed linen, a detainee walking yard, or medical assistant. There was only a 

wood bench, fixed to the floor; 

The lighting was artificial, provided by a conventional bulb, located on the wall, near their ceiling. 

The quality of the light was average.  

At the time of our visit, there were two persons detained in the provisional detention room. One 

person claimed it was hard for him to bear the cigarette smoke inside the room because it was not 

possible to air the room.  

During the monitoring, we held discussions with Mr. Andrei Alcază, chief of the public security unit, 

who told us that persons were detained for not more than three hours in the provisional detention 

room. The persons apprehended or arrested, as applicable, were transported to the Chişinău 

specialized facilities.  

After assessing the conditions in the provisional detention room, we found the following:   

The Inspectorate currently did not have a functional detention isolator, rooms for interrogations or 

meetings with the lawyer or investigator. All procedural actions took place in the investigators duty 

offices, which were not endowed with video surveillance.  
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Recommendations 

Short term: completely suspend the operation of the isolator by welding the cell doors or change 

the designation of these rooms and use them for other purposes as soon as possible, and organize 

specialized rooms for holding procedural measures and meetings of the lawyer with the detainees. 

Long term: if funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the conditions in the isolator to 

the national and international standards, in view of preventing human rights violations in this facility.  
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8. Pretrial Detention Isolator of CĂUŞENI 

Date of visit:  26 May 2013 

During our visit, we had discussions with the chief of the criminal investigation unit, who spoke 

about the Inspectorate’s work and especially about the functioning of the pretrial detention isolator. 

During the discussions, we were informed that the isolator had 7 cells, and that all of them were 

currently in use. They underwent major repair works in 2011.  

In accordance with the acceptable detention standards, sanitary facilities had been installed in six 

cells, with permanent access to drinking water in the cell. Individual beds were arranged in each cell, 

in compliance with the acceptable area, and the ventilation and heating systems had been renovated.  

General findings of the detention conditions: 

After the general discussions, we carried out the monitoring of the conditions in the isolator that 

was located on the first floor of the facility.  

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system, and in the cells the air 

temperature was around +29C (versus +32C outside the facility).  

We assessed the conditions in the bathroom (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. In the 

bathroom, the ventilation system was not working. The water supply system was working when we 

turned on the taps. The electric boiler for heating water was installed in the room next to the 

bathroom, and was switched on during our visit.  
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At the request of the working group, the ventilation system was connected and it was possible for 

us to check its functionality. 

Meals are provided to the detainees three times per day and are brought from a specialized facility 

(cafeteria), with which there is a services contract concluded. Detainees can also eat the food brought 

to them by their relatives, whose transmission is not forbidden or limited by the responsible staff of 

the Inspectorate.  

Thus, meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the 

Moldovan Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004, which sets out that warm meals must be 

provided three times per day, at fixed hours, and free of charge.  

The Food Unit was endowed with 3 tables, 2 sinks and 2 drawers. There was an electric kettle on 

the table and 2 pots for keeping the food products. There were several cups, plates and a pan in the 

drawer.  

The video surveillance system was functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall, 

on both sides of the ceiling, which enabled viewing the entire hall.  

The cells. During our visit, there were five male detainees in the isolator. The detainees did not have 

any objections to the detention conditions and the attitude of the Inspectorate staff to them.  

The cells 1–6 (functional) were endowed with big enough windows, covered with iron bars (length 

- 0.88 m, width – 0.84 m), which allowed access of natural light in normal conditions. It is possible to 

open the windows only from outside the cell.  

Temperature and humidity in cells: T = +29 C; H = 57% 

The artificial lighting source was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche above the 

door, protected by a metal net, in order to avoid detainees’ free access to the electric network, and 

the quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside the 

cell, and were separated by a wall.  
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Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area- 13.42 m2. 

Furniture: one wood bench (width 2.12m; length – 3.55m). 

   

 

Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area- 9.65 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows and 1 blanket.  
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Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area – 19.08 m2. 

Furniture: 3 bunk beds, 1 table and two chairs, all fixed to the floor. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 1 pillow and 2 blankets.  

There were two persons detained here at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 4 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area – 11.95 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all of them fixed to the floor.  

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 5 (images attachment no.6)  

Size of cell: Total area – 9.17 m2. 

Furniture: 1 table. There was an anti-gas mask on it. We did not establish for purpose of its use.  

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit, because there were repair works 

taking place in it.  

 

 

Cell no. 6 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area – 11.90 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket.  

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 7 (images)  

Size of cell: Total area – 7.25 m2. 

Furniture: one wood bench fixed to the floor.  

Available bed linen: 1 blanket.  

There was one person detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  

   

 

Meeting and interrogation rooms (Total area of each office – 13.51 m2) were endowed with a table 

and two chairs, plus a video camera, in each. Billboards with information about the rights of the 

accused were posted on the walls of these offices (images). 
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Towards the end of the visit, at the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking 

area. There were no video cameras in the walking courtyard. There were metal bars installed on the 

topside of the yard but the bars were not covered with a net. The detainees were monitored only by 

guardians. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of walking for a detainee was one hour 

per day (images). 

   

    

 

Recommendations  

 Long term: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the conditions in the isolator to 

the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights inside this 

facility.  
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9. Pretrial Detention Isolator of ŞTEFAN-VODĂ 

Date of visit: 27 June 2013 

During our visit, we had discussions with the head of the criminal investigation unit about the work 

of the Inspectorate and especially about the functioning of the provisional detention isolator. During 

the discussions, we found out that the isolator had three cells and all of them were in use. In 

accordance with the acceptable detention standards, sanitary facilities had been installed in the cells, 

with permanent access to drinking water. In addition, individual beds had been arranged, to comply 

with the acceptable area standards, and the ventilation and heating systems had been renovated.  

 

General findings of detention conditions: 

The detention isolator is located on the first floor of the facility. The isolator as a whole is connected 

to the central heating system. At 15:00 hours, the temperature in the isolator was around +29 / +30C 

(versus +33C outside the facility).  

We assessed the conditions in the bathroom (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. In the 

bathroom, the ventilation system was working. The water supply system was working when we turned 

on the taps. The electric boiler for water heating was also located here.  
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At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected, and so, we 

were able to check if functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees three times per day and are brought from a specialized facility 

(cafeteria), with which there is a services contract concluded. Detainees can also eat the food brought 

to them by their relatives, whose transmission is not forbidden or limited by the responsible staff of 

the Inspectorate.  

Thus, meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the 

Moldovan Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004, which provides for warm meals to be 

provided three times per day, at fixed hours, and free of charge. 

The Food Unit was endowed with 1 table, 1 sink and 1 drawer. There were 3 pots for keeping the 

food products. There were cups, plates and a pan in the drawer for storing the dishes, in a sufficient 

number for the isolator’s capacity (images).  
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The video surveillance system was functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall, 

on both sides of the ceiling, whose direction enabled one to view the entire hall.  

The cells. At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in the isolator. All the cells had 

big enough windows, covered with bars (length - 0.88 m, width – 0.76 m). It was possible to open the 

windows only from outside the cell.  

Temperature and humidity in cells: T +30.5C; H – 53%. 

Characteristics of the windows: Size: 0.88 m – 0.76 m. 

The artificial lighting source was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche above the 

door, protected by a metal net, so that to avoid the detainees free access to the electric network. The 

quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

 

Cell no. 1 (images) Total area – 15.32 m2. 

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside the cell, 

being separated by a wall.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

Furniture: 3 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor.  
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Cell no. 2 (images) Total area- 8.86 m2. 

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside the cell, 

and separated from each other by a wall.  

Furniture:  2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor.  

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses. 

     

 



78 
 

Cell no. 3 (images) Total area – 9.21 m2. 

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside the cell, 

and separated from each other by a wall.  

Furniture:  2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in the cell.  
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The investigation room was equipped with one table separated into two parts by a transparent metal 

net, two chairs, and one video camera, installed on the ceiling (images). 

   

Towards the end of the visit, at the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking 

area (length – 5.09m, width – 3.17m, with total area of 16.15 m2). There was no video camera in the 

walking courtyard. There were metal bars installed on the topside of the yard, covered by a net. The 

detainees were monitored only by guardians. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of 

walking for a detainee was one hour per day (images).  

   

 

Recommendations  

Long term: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the conditions in the isolator to 

the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights in this facility.   
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10. Pretrial Detention Isolator of CĂLĂRAŞI 

Date of visit: 18 July 2013 

During our visit, we had discussions with the Chief of the Human Resource Management Section, 

Mr. Oleg Chilinciuc. He spoke about the Inspectorate’s work and especially about the functioning of 

the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that there were 4 men 

currently held in the isolator. They are detained here for up to 72 ore, a sufficient and necessary 

timeframe for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence so that to apply pretrial arrest to the 

suspect or accused.2 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system. In the isolator cells the air 

temperature was around +27C (versus +25C outside the facility). Heating system radiators were located 

under the windows but were not protected by an iron carcass, as indicated by the minimum detention 

standards.  

According to the police officers of the Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was working.  

The video surveillance system was functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall, 

whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. The third video camera was installed in the meetings 

and interrogation room.  

The registers were stored in the duty room. Our expert checked them and found errors and 

omissions of detainee exit hours.  

We assessed the conditions in the bathroom (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. There 

was water in the shower when we turned on the tap. Total area – 14.02 m2. Temperature and humidity: 

T+28 C; H -59 %. 

                                                           
2 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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At the request of the working group, the ventilation system was connected and it was possible for 

us to check out its functionality.  

Meals are not provided to the detainees in accordance with art.247 of the Moldovan Enforcement 

Code no.443–XV of 24 Dec 2004, i.e. three times per day, at pre-established hours, free of charge and 

warm food. Meals are provided twice per day, with coverage from the state budget, by observing the 

minimum norms established by the Government. The food is brought from a specialized institution 

(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees can also eat the food 

brought to them by their relatives, whose transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible 

staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was endowed with 1 table, 2 sinks and 1 drawer for stainless steel tableware. 

There were a few pots on the floor for keeping food products. The total area of the Food Unit was 10.11 

m2. Temperature and humidity: T+27.6 C; H – 70%.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (images) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier at 

the middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, one chair, which 

was not fixed to the floor, one video camera and a transparent, smoky, window, which enabled 

surveillance from the adjacent room. Total area – 10 m2.  
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The apprehension room (images annex no.5) did not have windows or a ventilation system. It had 

only two wood benches, fixed to the wall and floor. The total area of the room was 9.90 m2. 

At the request of the expert team, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There were 

metal bars installed on the topside of the yard, but they were not covered by a net. The detainees were 

supervised only by the guardians, and so, we found there was no video camera there. According to the 

guarding staff, the average duration of walking for a detainee was one hour per day.  

     

The medical assistance comes upon request. There was currently no person employed to perform 

the duties of a feldsher.  

The isolator contains 11 cells:  

The cells no.5 and 6 were being used as storerooms (images). 
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The cells 10 and 11 – non-functional, and there were repair works taking place in them at the time 

of our visit (images) 

       

     

 while the cells no.9 and 7 were sealed (images). 
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Cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 were functional: 

Cell no. 1 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 7.82 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed for 2 persons, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 3 blankets.  

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit. According to the staff, the things 

present in the cell at that time belonged to the person who was performing the repair works.  
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 12.93 m2. 

Furniture: 4 beds for 4 persons, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses and 4 blankets.  

There were 2 persons held in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 6.62 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bed for 1 person, 1 table and 1 chair.  

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket.  

There was no person detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area- 13.11 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows and 2 blankets.  

There were two persons held in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 8 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 15.08 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bench 

The bed linen was missing. 

There were no detainees in this cell at the time of our visit.  

      

There was a barred window in each cell, with the size of 0.81m to 0.86 m.  

Temperature varied between +27 C and +28 C, and humidity - 57 % and 59 %. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche 

above the door, protected by a metal net, to avoid detainees’ free access to the electric network. The 

quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

and were separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside. The entry 

to the isolator is doubled by an additional door with an iron bar, which also has a wagon-type lock.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g. install a video camera in the detainee walking yard. 
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11. Pretrial Detention Isolator of UNGHENI 

Date of visit: 19 July 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Operational Management Unit Mr. Silvian 

Covalciuc, police major. He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate and especially about the 

operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that there 

were five men currently held in the isolator. They are held here for ten days.  

The arrest term is extended (here: from 3 to 10 days) by court, because it is necessary to carry out 

full and objective investigations of circumstances of the case of each apprehended person, by 

establishing the evidence proving the guilt of the suspect or aggravating his liability.3 

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

At the entry into the Inspectorate, we found a billboard with the “Policeman’s Code of Ethics” and 

the schedule of hearings of citizens by the management of the Ministry of Interior and chiefs of its 

structural units. In the isolator hall, there was another billboard with information about the rights and 

obligations of the apprehended persons.  

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system; in the isolator and in the cells 

the air temperature was around +28-29 C (versus +27C outside the facility). The heating radiators were 

located under the windows but were not protected by an iron carcass, as indicated by the minimum 

detention standards.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was functional. The detainees’ walking yard was monitored by two 

video cameras. Other two video cameras were installed in the hall. The fifth one was located in the 

meeting and interrogation room.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the taps. There was an electric boiler for heating water installed in the 

adjacent room.  

                                                           
3 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals three times per day, at fixed hours, and 

free of charge. Meals are covered by the state budget, with observance of the minimum standards 

established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution (cafeteria) with which 

there is a services contract concluded. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its 

transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate. 

The Food Unit was endowed with 1 table, 1 sink and 1 drawer. On one table, there was 1 electric 

kettle and several stainless steel pots for keeping food products. The total area of the food unit equaled 

7.72 m2. Temperature and humidity were: T +28 C; H – 58 %.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the 

middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, three chairs and one 

video camera. Total area – 12.76 m2. Temperature and humidity: T+ 28C; H – 66%. 

 

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (image). There were 

metal bars installed on the topside of the yard, but they were not covered by a net. The detainees were 

monitored by the guardians. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of walks for the 

detainees was one hour per day.  
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The medical office (images annex no.5) was equipped with a table and 4 chairs, having a total area 

of 7.58 m2. At the time of our meeting, the position of feldsher was held by a lady.  
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The isolator has 7 cells: Cell no.1 was used a storeroom (images) 

 

 

Cells no. 2, 3, 4 and 5 were functional.  

There was a barred window in each cell, with the size of 0.88m to 0.84 m.  

Temperature in cells was +27 C humidity - 57 %. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche 

above the door, protected by a metal net, to avoid detainees’ free access to the electric network. The 

quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each 

cell, and were separated by a metal wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside. The entry 

to the isolator was doubled by an additional door with a steel bar, which also had a wagon-type lock. 
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 13.11 m2. 

Furniture: 3 beds for 3 persons, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 1 pillow and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were 2 persons held in the cell.  
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area - 17.90 m2. 

Furniture: 4 beds for 4 persons, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 2 blankets.  

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person held in the cell.  
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Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 15.74 m2. 

Furniture: 3 beds for 3 persons, 1 table and 2 chairs.  

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 pillows and 3 blankets.  

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  
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Cell no. 5 (images) 

Size of cell: Total area – 14.71 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds for 4 persons and 1 regular bed for 1 person, 1 table and 1 chair.  

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person held in the cell.  

      

      

 

Cells 6 and 7 were non-functional and were sealed.  

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g. install a video camera in the detainee walking yard.  
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12. Pretrial Detention Isolator of NISPORENI 

Date of visit: 22 July 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Operational Management Section Mr. Ion 

Ciorici. He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the 

provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that there were currently 

three men detained in the isolator. They are held here for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary 

term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the 

suspect or accused.4 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system; in the isolator and inside the 

cells the air temperature was around +27C (versus +26C outside the institution). Humidity varied 

between 57% and 59%. The heating radiators were located under the windows but were not protected 

by an iron carcass, as indicated by the minimum detention standards.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall 

whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. Another video camera were installed in the 

interrogation room, while the fourth one was in the food unit.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had two showers, two sinks, and a toilet.  

                                                           
4 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum norms established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution 

(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees also receive food from their 

relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, 1 stove, 1 sink, and 1 drawer with stainless steel 

tableware. There was pot on the floor for keeping food products.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the 

middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, two chairs fixed to the 

floor, an alarm button, and one transparent, smoky window, enabling surveillance from the adjacent 

room. Total area – 9.59 m2.  

     

 

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed in the upper side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians, 

and so, we found there was no video camera used. According to the guarding staff, the average duration 

of walks for the detainees was one hour per day.  
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The medical office (images) was under repair, and medical assistance comes upon request. There 

was currently no one performing the duties of a feldsher.  
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The isolator has 7 functional cells. All cells have a window, covered with bars, with the size of 0.79 

m to 0.89 m.  

 

Cell no. 1 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 2.52 m; 

Total area – 3.31 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bed for 1 person. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit. According to the staff, this cell 

was used for persons with infectious diseases.  
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 2.52 m; 

Total area – 6.38m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed for 2 persons.  

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

There were no detainees held in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 2.52 m; 

Total area- 11.41 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds for 4 persons.  

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses and 3 blankets.  

There were 3 persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 2.52 m; 

Total area- 6.24 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed.  

The bed linen was missing.  

There were no detainees held in the cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 5 (images annex no.10) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 2.52m; 

Total area- 6.20 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

There were no detainees held in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 6 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 2.52 m; 

Total area- 13.83 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds for 4 persons.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

There were no detainees held in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 7 (images)  

Total area- 14.10 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds for 4 persons.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 3 blankets.  

There was 1 person detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a conventional bulb, mounted in a niche 

above the door, protected by a metal net, to avoid detainees’ free access to the electric network. The 

quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each 

cell, and were separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this figure had not been taken 

into account here, because there were more beds in each cell than provided by the minimum detention 

standards.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g. install a video camera in the detainee walking yard etc. 
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13. Pretrial Detention Isolator of HÎNCEŞTI 

Date of visit: 30 July 2013 

During the visit, we had discussions with the Chief of the Human Resource Section Mr. Eduard Florea 

and with Mr. Igor Cuculescu Igor, guardian. He told us that the operation of the provisional detention 

isolator had been suspended since 2012 and that the Inspectorate’s car traveled to Chisinau on a daily 

basis to escort the detainees.  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system. In the isolator and in the cells, 

the air temperature was around +30 C (versus +35 C outside the facility). Air humidity varied between 

55% and 58%. The heating radiators were located under the windows in each cell but were not 

protected by a steel carcass, which was a violation of the minimum detention standards.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was not working at that 

time but was to be verified and reinstalled in the nearest future.  

The video surveillance system was functional. A video camera was installed in the hall and its 

direction enabled viewing the entire hall (images).  

 

 

Meals were not provided to the detainees because, as mentioned above, the isolator’s operation 

had been suspended.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions that turned out to be unsatisfactory, having been recently 

repaired. The bathroom had one 1 sink, 1 electric boiler, and 2 toilets (image).  
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The hearing room (image) was endowed with 1 desk, but without a barrier in the middle, which is 

necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, two chairs, fixed to the floor, one alarm 

button and a safe. The video camera was missing. Total area – 7.41 m2.  

  

The provisional apprehensions room (image) was equipped with a bench fixed to the wall and floor.  
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At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (image). There was a 

metal net installed in the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians, 

and so, we found that the video camera was missing here. According to the guarding staff, the average 

duration of walks for the detainees was one hour per day.  

     

Medical services. At the time of our visit, the person who performed the duties of feldsher was on 

holiday.  

The isolator has 10 cells: 

All cells have one or two windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with the 

size of 0.93 m to 0.90 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, and 

the quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  

The toilet and sink were located separately from the cells.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Cell areas must provide for not less than 4 m2 for each detainee (as provided by the minimum 

detention standards) but this figure had not been taken into account here.  
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Cell no. 1 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.28 m; 

Total area- 21.87 m2. 

Furniture: 4 bunk beds for 8 persons. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses.  

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  

      

 

Cell no. 2 (due to a technical defect at the lock of the door, we could not unlock it to monitor its 

conditions).  

 

Cell no. 3 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 3.20 m; 

Total area – 11.59m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

There were no persons detained in this cell  
at the time of our visit. 

 



115 
 

 

Cell no. 4 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 3.06 m; 

Total area - 15.51 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses. 

There was also a toilet installed in this cell. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of 

our visit. 

 

Cell no. 5 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.06 m; 

Total area- 7.75 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench, fixed to the floor. 

Available bed linen: a number of matrasses. 

There were no persons detained in this cell  
at the time of our visit. 

 

Cell no. 6 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 3.06 m; 

Total area – 6.44 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of 

our visit. 
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Cell no. 7 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.00 m; 

Total area- 12.28 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench. 

Bed linen was missing. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of 

our visit. 

 

Cell no. 8 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.03 m; 

Total area- 6.28 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench. 

Bed linen was missing. 

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of 

our visit. 

 

Cell no. 9 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 2.79 m; 

Total area- 5.61 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench, fixed to the floor.  

Bed linen was missing.  

There were no persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit. 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g. install video cameras in the detainee walking yard. 



117  

14. Pretrial Detention Isolator of LEOVA 

Date of visit: 31 July 2013 

Once arrived at the Inspectorate, we requested the presence of persons from the Inspectorate 

management to carry out the monitoring of the conditions in the provisional detention isolator. We 

had not notified the Inspectorate management in advance in order to ensure the objectivity of the 

assessment process.  

During our visit, we had discussions with the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Nicolae Popa, police 

colonel. He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate and especially about the functioning of the 

provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that there were six men 

currently detained in the isolator. Here, they are detained for 72 hours, a sufficient and necessary term 

for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence for applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or 

accused.5 

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system; in the isolator and inside the 

cells the air temperature was around +32 C (versus +35C outside the institution). Humidity varied 

between 57% and 59%. The heating radiators were located under the windows in each cell but were 

not protected by a steel carcass, thus violating the minimum detention standards. 

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was functional. Two video cameras were installed in the hall, whose 

direction enabled viewing the entire hall.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions, which turned out to be unsatisfactory, having been recently 

repaired. When we opened the water tap, the water supply system was working. The bathroom had 1 

shower, 1 sink, 1 mirror, a washing machine, 1 electric boiler and several toilets.  

                                                           
5 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check its operation.  



119 
 

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum norms established by the Government. Lunch and suppers are brought from a specialized 

institution (cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast is offered from 

the institution’s budget. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not 

forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, 1 refrigerator 1 stove, 1 sink, and 1 drawer with 

stainless steel silverware and 1 drawer with stainless steel tableware. The conditions were satisfactory 

here and it was clean.  

     

 

The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the middle, 

which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, three chairs, two of which fixed 

to the floor, the third chair was mobile, an alarm button, and a video camera. Total area – 10.38 m2.  

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians and 

so we found there was no video camera used. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of 

walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 63 m2. 
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 The medical office (images) was in satisfactory conditions. It had one table, a safe and two 

pharmacies for keeping the medications, one carrier, and one bed. There was one person employed 

part-time who was working as feldsher at the time of our visit.  

     

 

The isolator had 9 cells, 5 of which had been recently repaired and were functional, and 4 were non-

functional.  

 

Cells no. 1, 2, 5, and 6 

They are used as storerooms for keeping the necessary items.  
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.03 m; 

Total area- 9.71m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair, fixed to the wall and floor.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses.  

There were no persons detained in the cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.00 m; 

Total area- 8.62 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

There were two persons held in the cell at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 7 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height – 3.00 m; 

Total area - 8.99 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 1 blanket and 1 pillow. 

There was one person detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  

     

     

 

 

 

 

 



124 
 

 

Cell no. 8 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Length- 2.66 m; 

Width- 3.24 m; 

Height- 3.03 m; 

Total area- 8.62 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 1 blanket and 1 pillow. 

There was one person detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  

     

 

 

Cell no. 9 (images) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.00 m; 

Total area- 12.45 m2. 

Furniture: 3 beds, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

There were two persons detained in this cell at the time of our visit.  
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Each cell has one or two windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with the 

size of 0.87 m to 0.56 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, and 

the quality of the lighting was satisfactory.  
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The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

with the toilet separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this figure had not been taken 

into account here.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g. install video cameras in the detainee walking yard etc.  
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15. Pretrial Detention Isolator of ORHEI 

Date of visit: 2 Aug 2013 

During out visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Grigorie Josan. He spoke 

about the work of the Inspectorate and especially about the functioning of the provisional detention 

isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that there were 6 men currently detained in the 

isolator. They are held here for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal 

investigation body to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.6 

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate is fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside the 

cells the air temperature was around +28C (versus +25C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 50%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell but are not protected 

by a steel carcass, which is a violation of the minimum detention standards that provide that such 

radiators should be covered.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was also functional. There was one video camera installed in the hall 

whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. The second camera monitored the isolator entrance. 

Another video camera monitored the windows from outside. And there are video cameras both in the 

interrogation room and in provisional detention room.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image) that turned out to be unsatisfactory, despite having 

been recently repaired. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 

shower.  

 

 

                                                           
6 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum standards established by the Government. Lunch and supper is brought from a specialized 

institution (cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast is provided 

from the institution’s budget. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission 

is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 2 tables, drawers for keeping the stainless steel 

tableware, 1 electric boiler, 1 sink and pots for keeping the food. The conditions were satisfactory here 

and it was clean.  

 



129 
 

      

The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the 

middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, 1 mobile chair, 1 alarm 

button, 1 drawer, and 1 bed that, according to the staff, was used for the medical testing of 

apprehended persons by the feldsher, since the medical office was not located in the isolator. Total area 

– 7.53 m2.  

 

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians and 
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so we found that the video camera was missing. According to the guarding staff, the average duration 

of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 19.99 m2. 

      

The isolator has 10 cells, of which cells no.8, 9, and 10 have been recently repaired and are 

functional, while cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 are non-functional and are sealed. Cell no. 6 is used rarely, 

for persons with infectious diseases.  

Each cell has one or two windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with the 

size of 0.40 m to 0.89 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, with the toilet being separated by a concrete wall 

from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide for not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this parameter is observed 

here.  

Cells no. 8, 9, and 10 (images) 

These cells are identical. Their sizes: 

Height- 2.96 m; 

Total area- 14.37 m2. 

Furniture: 3 beds, 1 table and 3 chairs, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 
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At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in cell no.8, and there were 3 persons held 

in cells no.9 and no.10 each.  

     

Cell no. 6 (image) 

Size of cell: 

Height- 3.00 m; 

Total area- 5.85 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 

There were no detainees held here  
at the time of our visit.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility. 
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16. Pretrial Detention Isolator of TELENEŞTI 

Date of visit: 2 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Operative Inspector on duty Mr. Sergiu Stegărescu. 

He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that currently there were 3 persons 

detained in the isolator (2 men and 1 woman). They are held here for 72 hours, which is a sufficient 

and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial 

arrest to the suspect or accused.7 

 

General findings of the detention conditions 

At the entry into the Inspectorate we found a billboard with the “Autonomous Rights of 

Apprehended and Suspected Persons.”  

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside 

the cells the air temperature was around +28C (versus +28C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 64%. The heating radiators were located under the windows in each cell but were not protected 

by a steel carcass, which is a violation of the minimum detention standards that provide for the 

radiators to be covered.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  

The video surveillance system is also functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall 

whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. The second camera monitors the isolator entrance, 

and another one – the interrogation room.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory, as it had been 

recently repaired. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had two 

showers, of which one was broken.  

                                                           
7 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum standards established by the Government. Lunch and supper was brought from a specialized 

institution (cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast was provided 

from the institution’s budget. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission 

is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel 

tableware, 1 electric boiler, 1 sink, and pots for keeping the food. The conditions were satisfactory here.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the 

middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards, two chairs and one wall 

that separates the room into two. Total area – 27 m2.  
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At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians and 

so we found there was no video camera used. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of 

walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 19.99 m2. 

     

The duties of feldsher are performed by a woman and the staff mentioned she was on holiday at 

that time.  

The isolator has 6 cells, of which cells no. 1, 2, and 3 are functional (images), and cells no. 4, 5, and 

6 are non-functional and sealed.  
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Each cell has one or two windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with the 

size of 0.40 m to 0.89 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. Everything was in order and tidy.  

The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, being separated by a concrete wall from the rest 

of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, but this figure had not been taken 

into account here.  

 

Cell no. 1  

Size: 

Height- 2.97 m; 

Total area- 9.58 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person held in this cell. 
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Cell no. 2  

Size: 

Height- 2.95 m; 

Total area- 14.76 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were 2 persons held in this cell.  

 

Cell no. 3 

Size: 

Height- 2.967 m; 

Total area- 8.09 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there was no person held in this cell.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator, and repair the other 3 cells, according to the national and international 

standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights in this facility. 
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17. Pretrial Detention Isolator of REZINA 

Data of visit: 14 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Valeriu Prodan. We were 

informed about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions we were informed that currently there were no persons held 

in the isolator. In general, the apprehended persons are not held in the isolator for more than 72 hours, 

as a rule being transferred to the Rezina Penitentiary.  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate is fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside 

the cells the air temperature was around +27C (versus +31C outside the institution). Air humidity 

around 58%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell but are not protected 

by a steel carcass.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  

The video surveillance system is functional. There was one video camera installed at the isolator 

entrance, and other two cameras were installed in the hall, and their direction enabled viewing the 

entire hall. The meeting room is also equipped with a video recording camera.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum norms established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution 

(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast is offered from the 

institution’s budget. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not 

forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  
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The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 2 tables, 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel 

tableware, and 1 sink. We did not identify any pots for keeping the food. The conditions were 

satisfactory and it was clean.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image) that turned out to be unsatisfactory, requiring 

repair, with unpleasant smells. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom 

had 1 shower, 1 functional electric boiler, 4 sinks, and 1 toilet.  

The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the middle, 

t7 chairs fixed to the floor, and an alarm button. Total area – 15.76 m2.  

The medical office (images) is located inside the isolator and is adequately equipped: bed, 

pharmacy, sink, enough space for providing medical aid and examining the apprehended persons. The 

Inspectorate currently had a feldsher, and from the discussions we found out that the minimum 

necessary medications were permanently available.  

     

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a concrete wall on the topside of the yard, on which there was installed a metal net. The detainees 

are monitored only by guardians as video surveillance is missing, According to the guarding staff, the 

average duration of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 36.65 m2. 
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The isolator has 7 cells, of which cells 1 and 2 have been recently repaired and are functional, while 

cells no. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are non-functional, and cell 4 is used in exceptional cases. Cells 3, 5, 6, and 7 

had been sealed since 17 Jan 2012. The old part of the isolator has 4 unused cells, sealed. There is 

also a cell where the persons with infectious diseases were detained in the past.  

All cells have windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The toilet and sink were located inside the cells (no.1 and 2), with the toilet separated by a concrete 

wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Cells no. 1 and 2 (images). These cells are similar.  

Their sizes: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.37 m2. 

Furniture: 2 beds, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in cells no.1 and 2.  
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Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator, and repair the other 6 cells, according to the national and international 

standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights inside this facility.  
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18. Pretrial Detention Isolator of ŞOLDĂNEŞTI 

Date of visit 15 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Deputy Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Lilian Cazac. We 

were informed about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the 

provisional detention isolator. During the discussions we were informed that currently there were no 

persons held in the isolator. In general, the apprehended persons are not held in the isolator for more 

than 72 hours, as a rule being transferred to the Rezina Penitentiary.  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate is fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside the 

cells the air temperature was around +30C (versus +25C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 57%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell but are not protected 

by a steel carcass.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional and is located 

in the duty section.  

The video surveillance system is functional. There was one video camera installed at the entry into 

the isolator, and other two cameras were installed in the hall, and their direction enabled viewing the 

entire hall.  

The registers with entries about the detainees were kept in the isolator.  

Repair works were taking place in the bathroom.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum norms established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution 

(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast is offered from the 
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institution’s budget. The detainees also 

receive food from their relatives, and its 

transmission is not forbidden or restricted 

by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.   

The Food Unit (image on the right) was 

equipped with 1 table, drawers for keeping 

the stainless steel tableware, 1 sink and two 

chairs.  

The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the middle, 

and 2 mobile chairs.  

Medical assistance. The Inspectorate has a feldsher but he was on holiday at the time of our visit. 

We also found out from the discussions that the necessary minimum of medications was permanently 

available.  

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees are monitored only by guardians as 

video surveillance is missing, According to the guarding staff, the average duration of walks for the 

detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 38.63 m2.  

The isolator has 9 cells, of which: cells no. 2, 4, 6 and 7 are functional; cells no. 1 and 3 are non-

functional, and cell 5 is used as a meeting room. Cell no.8 is used a storeroom. Cell no. 9 is sealed and 

planned to be turned into a bathroom (image).  
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.72 m; 

Total area- 9.88 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  

     

 

 

 

Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.72 m; 
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Total area- 11.68 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  

     

 

Cell no. 6 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.72 m; 

Total area- 8.01 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair fixed to the floor and wall. 

Bed linen was missing.  

 At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  



146 
 

     

 

Cell no. 7 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.72 m; 

Total area- 11.34 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  

     

Each cell has a window covered with bars and that can be opened from outside.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  
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The toilet and sink were located inside the cells (no.1 and 2), being separated by a concrete wall 

from the rest of the cell. The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator, and repair the other cells, according to the national and international 

standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights in this facility, to build a bathroom and 

change all toilet seats. In addition, video cameras must be installed in the office for meetings with the 

lawyer/investigator and in the detainee walking yard.  
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19. Pretrial Detention Isolator of FLOREŞTI 

Date of visit: 16 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Valeriu Cîrţîca. We were 

informed about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions we were informed that currently there were 6 persons held 

in the isolator. In general, the apprehended persons are not held in the isolator for more than 72 hours, 

as a rule being transferred to the Rezina Penitentiary.  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate is fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the cells, 

air temperature was around +28C (versus +25C outside the institution). Air humidity was around 56%. 

The heating radiators were located under the windows in each cell but were not protected by a steel 

carcass.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  

The video surveillance system is functional. There was one video camera installed at the entry into 

the isolator, and other two cameras were installed in the hall, and their direction enabled viewing the 

entire hall. The meeting room is also equipped with a video recording camera.  

The registers with entries about the detainees were kept in the isolator.  

We assessed the conditions in the bathroom, which turned out to be satisfactory. It was clean and 

tidy. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 2 showers: one is used 

in winter and the other one – in summer time.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum standards established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution 
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(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded, while breakfast is offered from the 

institution’s budget. The detainees also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not 

forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel 

tableware, 1 sink, 1 electric boiler, and 1 refrigerator. The conditions are satisfactory and it is clean and 

tidy.  

The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in the middle, 

2 chairs fixed to the floor, and 1 safe (image). 

 

The medical office is located inside the isolator and is adequately equipped: bed, pharmacy, sink, a 

table, a chair, and enough space for providing medical aid and examining the apprehended persons. 

The Inspectorate currently had a feldsher, and from the discussions, we found out that the minimum 

necessary medications were permanently available. The conditions were satisfactory and it was clean 

and tidy.  

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

barbed wire installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees are monitored only by guardians as 

video surveillance is missing, According to the guarding staff, the average duration of walks for the 

detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 22.98 m2. 
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The isolator has 5 functional cells (images with 4 of them).  
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All cells have windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The toilet and sink were not located inside the cells. The isolator had 3 toilets, located near the 

summer bath.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Cell no. 1  

Size: 

Height- 2.78 m; 

Total area- 6.73 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person held in this cell.  

Cell no. 2  

Size: 

Height- 2.78 m; 

Total area- 6.56 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were 2 persons held in this cell.  

Cell no. 3  

Size: 

Height- 2.78 m; 

Total area- 6.15 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were 2 persons held in the cell.  
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Cell no. 4 

Size: 

Height- 2.78 m; 

Total area- 6.42 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person held in the cell.  

Cell no. 5 

Size: 

Height- 2.78 m; 

Total area- 6.52 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

At the time of our visit, there was no person detained in this cell.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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20. Pretrial Detention Isolator of SÎNGEREI 

Date of visit: 21 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Efim Ştefan Juncu, police 

colonel. He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the 

provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we were informed that currently there were no 

persons held in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are detained for 24 hours, and then are 

transferred to Bălţi Penitentiary. 

  

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate is fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the cells, 

the air temperature was around +26C (versus +29C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

between 47 and 48%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell but are not 

protected by a steel carcass, which infringes on the minimum detention standards that provide that 

such radiators must be covered.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  

The video surveillance system is also functional. There were two video cameras installed in the hall, 

and their direction enabled viewing the entire hall. Another video camera monitors the office for 

meetings with the lawyer and investigator.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees twice per day, at pre-established hours, free of charge, warm 

food, with coverage from the state budget, with observance of the minimum norms established by the 

Government. Lunch and supper is brought from a specialized institution (cafeteria) with which there is 

a services contract concluded, while breakfast is offered from the institution’s budget. The detainees 

can also eat the food brought by their relatives, whose transmission is not forbidden or restricted by 

the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  
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The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, drawers for keeping the stainless steel tableware, 

1 electric boiler, 2 chairs, 1 sink and pots for keeping the food. The conditions were satisfactory and it 

was clean here.  

     

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image) that turned out to be unsatisfactory, despite its 

recent repair. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower.  

 

The medical office (images) had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, 1 chair, and 1 seat for medical examination. 

The persons performing the duties of feldsher was on holiday at the time of our visit.  
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The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a chair and a desk, but without a barrier in 

the middle, whose presence is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards.  

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees are monitored only by guardians and so 

we found there was no video camera used here. According to the guarding staff, the average duration 

of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 14.66 m2. 

     

The isolator has 9 cells, of which cells no. 6, 7, 8, and 9 have been repaired and are functional, while  

cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are non-functional and unsealed, of which we had access only to cells no. 1 

and 3, because cells no. 2, 4, and 5 were locked and could not be opened.  

Each cell has one or two windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside. Their size 

varies between 0.75 m to 0.99 m.  
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The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The toilet and sink were located inside each repaired cell, with the toilet separated by a concrete 

wall from the rest of the cell. The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. In cells no.1 and 3, the 

toilets were in unsatisfactory condition.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide for not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this figure had not been taken 

into account here.  

The flooring in cells no. 6, 7, 8 and 9 was made up of wood, and not of concrete and covered by 

ceramic plaques, as provided by the technical isolator construction parameters. 

 

Cell no. 1 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.96 m; 

Total area- 18.02 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bench. 

Bed linen was missing. 

There were no persons detained in this cell.  

 

 

Cell no. 3 (image) 

Size: 

Height- 2.96 m; 

Total area- 7.21 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bench. 

Bed linen was missing. 

There were no persons held in this cell.  
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Cell no. 6 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.73 m; 

Total area- 6.76 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bench fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 

     

Cell no. 7 (image on the right and below) 

Size: 

Height- 2.81 m; 

Total area- 16.06 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 

1 table. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 
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Cell no. 8 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.82 m; 

Total area- 13.54 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 

     

Cell no. 9 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.80 m; 

Total area- 18.91 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 
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Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator, and repair the cells 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 or seal them, according to the national 

and international standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights inside this facility.  
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21. Pretrial Detention Isolator of BĂLŢI 

Date of visit: 22 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Head of the Operational Management Section Mr. 

Vitalie Calinovschi. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the 

operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there 

were 2 men detained in the isolator. Usually, they are held in the isolator for maximum 72 hours, which 

is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view of 

applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.8 If the judicial body imposes pretrial arrest on them, 

they are transferred to the Bălţi Penitentiary. 

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

At the entry into the Inspectorate we found a billboard with the “Autonomous Rights of 

Apprehended and Suspected Persons.”  

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +28C (versus +29C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 58%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell and are not protected 

by a steel carcass, which is a violation of the minimum detention standards that provide for the 

radiators to be covered.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was also functional. There was 1 video camera installed in the hall 

whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. Another video camera was installed in the office for 

interrogations and meetings with the investigator.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

                                                           
8 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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We assessed the bathroom conditions (image) that turned out to be satisfactory, as it had been 

recently repaired. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower.  

 

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 

minimum norms established by the Government. Food is brought from a specialized institution 

(cafeteria) with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees also receive food from their 

relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, drawers for keeping the tableware, 1 electric 

boiler, 1 sink, and pots for keeping the food. The conditions are satisfactory here and ensure the 

necessary minimum to the detainees.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (images) was equipped with a desk, but without a barrier in 

the middle, and two chairs fixed to the floor.  

     

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (image). There was a 

metal net installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians, as no 

video camera was currently used to monitor the detainees. According to the guarding staff, the average 

duration of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area= 7.71 m2. 

 

The medical office (images) had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, 1 chair, 

1 safe, and 1 seat for medical examination. It is clean and tidy 

here. According to the staff, the duties of feldsher were 

performed by two highly qualified doctors who were equipped 

with everything necessary for providing the necessary medical 

aid to the apprehended persons.  
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The isolator has 3 cells, and all of them are functional.  

Each cell has 1 window covered with bars, which can be opened from outside.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. Everything was in order and tidy. The toilet and 

sink were located inside each cell, being separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 The cell no.2 provides at least 4 m2 for each detainee, while the other cells did not meet these 

parameters.  

 

Cell no. 1 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.70 m;  

Total area- 9.26 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed + 1 regular bed for 1 person, 1 table and 1 chair, 

all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets, 3 pillows. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person detained in the cell.  
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Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.70 m; 

Total area- 10.22 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets, 2 pillows 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person detained in the cell.  

     

Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.70 m; 

Total area- 9.92 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed + 1 regular bed for 1 person, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets, 3 pillows. 

At the time of our visit, no persons were detained in the cell.  
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Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator.  
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22. Pretrial Detention Isolator of FĂLEŞTI 

Date of visit: 23 Aug 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Head of the Inspectorate Mr. Alexandr Pozneacov, 

lieutenant major. He spoke about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of 

the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions we were informed that currently there was 

1 man detained in the isolator. Usually, persons are detained here for 72 hours.  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +29C (versus +28C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 44%. The heating radiators are located under the windows in each cell and are not protected 

by a steel carcass, which is a violation of the minimum detention standards that provide for the 

radiators to be covered.  

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  

The video surveillance system is also functional. There were three video cameras installed in the hall 

(images) whose direction enabled viewing the entire hall. Another camera monitored the office for 

meetings with the lawyer and investigator.  

     

 

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 1 electric boiler, and 1 toilet.  
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The medical office had 1 table, 1 safe, and 1 chair. The duties of feldsher were performed by a 

person.  

At the request of the working group members, the ventilation system was connected and it was 

possible to check out its functionality.  

Meals are provided to the detainees twice per day, warm meals, at fixed hours and free of charge, 

with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the 

Government. Lunch and supper is brought from a specialized institution (cafeteria) with which there is 

a services contract concluded, while breakfast is provided from the institution’s budget. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, drawers for keeping the 

stainless steel tableware, several chairs, an electric stove and pots for keeping 

the food.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with 2 chairs, 1 drawer, and 1 desk, but 

without a barrier in the middle, which is necessary and indicated in the minimum detention standards  

 

At the request of the expert group, we went to see the detainee walking area (images). There was 

a metal net installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians and 

so we found there was no video camera used. According to the guarding staff, the average duration of 

walks for the detainees was one hour per day. Total area – 24.22 m2. 

     

 



169 
 

The isolator has 9 cells, of which cells no. 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 were functional, while cell no.1 was non-

functional and unsealed but we did not have access to it because it was locked. Cells no. 7 and 8 were 

used as storerooms for old items, matrasses, etc. Cell no. 9 was used for keeping the corpora delicti.  

Each cell has one window, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with the size 

between 0.89 m to 0.94 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The toilet and sink were located inside each cell but were not separated by a concrete wall from the 

rest of the cell. The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. 

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since cell area must provide not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this figure had not been taken 

into account when the beds were installed.  

 

Cell no. 2 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 7.44 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Bed linen was missing.  

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 
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Cell no. 3 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 5.41 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 

     

 

Cell no. 4 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 6.32 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows and 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there was 1 person detained in the cell.  
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Cell no. 5 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 6.03 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 1 pillow and 1 blanket. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 
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Cell no. 6 (images, annex no. 12) 

Size: 

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 13.27 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds fixed to the floor and wall, 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 4 pillows and 4 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell. 

     

 

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to adjust all the 

conditions in the isolator, and repair the non-functional cells or seal them, according to the national 

and international standards, in view of preventing violations of human rights in this facility.  
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23. Pretrial Detention Isolator of SOROCA 

Date of visit: 10 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Police Officer of the Pretrial Detention Isolator Mr. 

Mihai Moisei. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation 

of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were 5 men 

detained in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are detained in the isolator for 72 hours, 

which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view 

of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.9  

 

General findings of the detention conditions 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +28C (versus +21C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

between 54 and 66%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by guardians; a surveillance 

video camera was missing. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks for the detainees 

was one hour per day. The total area of the yard was 24.11 m2. 

The video surveillance system was also functional. Areas 1, 2 and 3 were monitored by a video 

camera each (images) while no video camera was found in area no.4.  

                                                           
9 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 2 toilets, 1 electric boiler and 

3 sinks.  

  

   

The ventilation system was functional, but it was not present in all the cells.  

Meals are provided to the detainees in accordance with the provisions of art.247 of the Moldovan 

Enforcement Code no.443- XV of 24 Dec 2004 i.e. warm meals are provided three times per day, at 

fixed hours, and free of charge, with coverage from the state budget and with observance of the 
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minimum norms established by the Government. Food is cooked in the cafeteria located inside the 

Inspectorate with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees also receive food from 

their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of the 

Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel tableware, 1 

table, 1 electric boiler, 1 sink, and 1 box with dishes. The conditions were unsatisfactory here.  

 

      

    

The meeting and interrogation room was equipped with a desk and several chairs fixed to the wall, 

but did not have a video camera installed, which is an infringement of the CPT recommendations on 

the video and audio monitoring of the room for meetings with the defendant. This office had two 

entries/exits, one leading to the yard, and the other – to the room where the detainee belongings were 

stored.  

The medical office was located inside the Inspectorate. According to the staff, the duties of feldsher 

were performed by a doctor who was currently on holiday but, when needed, they could call the 
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emergency medical assistance for various medical procedures or for examining the apprehended 

persons upon their arrival in the Isolator.  

The isolator had 12 cells, 2 of which were used for detainees with administrative offences, and the 

other 10 – for those with criminal lawsuits.  

Due to the detention isolator being located in the basement of the Inspectorate, no natural light 

penetrates inside, hence there were no windows, which is incompliant with the minimum detention 

standards.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. Everything was in order and tidy. The toilet 

and sink were located inside each cell but were not separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the 

cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

The area of each functional cell provides at least 4 m2 for each detainee, since 2 persons are 

detained in each.  

Area 1: 

Cell no. 1/1 sealed 

Cell no. 1/3 and Cell no. 1/4 are identical (images) 

Size: Total area- 9.04 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

At the time of our visit, there were 2 persons detained in cell no. 1/3, and 2 persons in cell no. 1/4. 
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Area 2 

Cell no. 2/1 was sealed but were allowed to enter it (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.87 m; 

Total area- 9.07 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 1 blanket, 1 pillow. 

At the time of our visit, no persons were detained in this cell. 

   

 

Cell no. 2/2 (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.86 m; 

Total area- 8.68 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, there were no persons detained in this cell.  
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Cell no. 2/3 and Cell no. 2/4 were identical (images) 

Size: 

Height- 2.86 m; 

Total area- 9.33 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets. 

At the time of our visit, no persons were detained in this cell. 
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Area 3 

Cell no. 3/1  

Size:  

Height- 2.86 m; 

Total area- 8.42 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows. 

At the time of our visit, no persons were detained in this cell. 

Cell no. 3/2 (images) was used as storeroom for the belongings of the apprehended persons.  

    

 

Area 4 

Cell no. 4/1 (images) and Cell no. 4/2 (images) were identical.  

Size: 

Height- 2.86 m; 

Total area- 11.63 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk wood bench, fixed to the floor and wall. 

Bed linen was missing. 

At the time of our visit, no persons were detained in this cell. 
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Cell no. 4/3 (images) is said by the staff to be non-functional.  

     

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights in this facility e.g. install a video camera in the detainee walking courtyard, and another 

one in the interrogation/meeting room; repair the sanitary installations in each cell; arrange a medical 

office inside the isolator, for which we suggest to use cell. No.4/3 that should be organized 

correspondingly and used as a medical center.  
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24. Pretrial Detention Isolator of BRICENI 

Date of visit: 26 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Operative Inspector on duty Mr. Vasilii Calcovschii. He 

informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were 3 persons detained in 

the isolator, 1 of whom had gone to court. Usually, the apprehended persons are held in the isolator 

for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect 

evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.10  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +21.2C (versus +23C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 51 and 53%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored by a video camera. The average 

duration of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. The total area of the yard was 36.33 m2. 

     

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  
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The video surveillance system is also functional. Two cameras were monitoring the isolator’s hall, 

one was installed in the meeting room, and the fourth one monitored the walking courtyard.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had two showers.  

 

The ventilation system was functional.  

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees twice per day, with coverage from the 

state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees also receive 

food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the responsible staff of 

the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel tableware, 1 

table, several chairs, 1 kettle, and 1 electric boiler.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with 1 desk and 3 chairs fixed to the 

floor, plus 1 video camera.  

    

The medical office was located inside the Inspectorate. According to the staff, the duties of feldsher 

were performed by a doctor who was away at that time.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

and the toilet was separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

The isolator had 7 cells and all of them were functional: 
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Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size: Total area- 6.46 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size: Total area- 6.73 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 
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Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size: Total area- 6.2 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows. 

   

    

  

Cell no. 4, 5, 6 were identical (images)  

Size: Total area- 6.69 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows, 1 blanket. 

In cells no. 4, 5, and 6 were 1 detainee in each, and of them, 1 had been escorted to court.  
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Cell no. 7 (images annex no.11)  

Size: Total area- 9.12 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 7 matrasses, 4 pillows. 

 

   

   

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights in this facility.  
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25. Pretrial Detention Isolator of OCNIŢA 

Date of visit: 25 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Head of the Operational Management Section Mr. 

Andrian Ciumac. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the 

operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there 

was 1 person detained in cell no.2. Usually, the apprehended persons are held in the isolator for 72 

hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence 

in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.11  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +21C (versus +22C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 72%. The heating radiators were located under the windows in each cell but were not protected 

by a steel carcass, which is a violation of the minimum detention standards that provide for the 

radiators to be covered.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (image on the 

right). There was a metal net and bars installed on the top side of the yard. 

The detainees were monitored only by guardians because there was no 

surveillance video camera used. According to a detainee, the average 

duration of walks for the detainees was one hour per day. The total area 

of the courtyard was of 40 m2. 

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire 

system is functional.  

The dual video surveillance system was also functional. One camera 

monitored the hall while the other one was installed in the meeting room.  
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We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 1 electric boiler and 1 sink.  

       

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which 

there is a services contract concluded. The 

detainees also receive food from their relatives, 

and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted 

by the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (image on the right) was 

equipped with dishes, 1 table, and several chairs. 

The ventilation system was functional. 
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The meeting and interrogation room (image) was equipped with 1 desk and 2 chairs fixed to the 

floor, plus one video camera.  

    

 

The medical office was located inside the Inspectorate. According to the staff, the duties of feldsher 

were performed by a doctor.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.98 to 1 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

unsatisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

being separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Bed linen is issued to each detainee at the beginning. 

The isolator had 8 cells: no. 1 and 2 functional, while the others were sealed.  

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size: Total area- 6.39 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table, all fixed to the floor and wall. 
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size: Total area- 15.17 m2. 

Furniture: 3 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair, all fixed to the floor and wall. 

   

    

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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26. Pretrial Detention Isolator of RÎŞCANI 

Date of visit: 20 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of Operational Management Mr. Dumitru 

Chetraru. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of 

the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were no 

persons detained in the isolator. As a rule, the apprehended persons are held in the isolator for 72 

hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence 

in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.12  

 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +21C (versus +22C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 51%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians, as the video 

camera was missing. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was about one hour per 

day. The total area of the yard was 28.19 m2.  

    

 

According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system is functional.  
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The video surveillance system is also functional. Two cameras were monitoring the isolator’s hall, 

one was installed in the meeting room, and the fourth one monitored the entry to the isolator.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was running 

when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower.  

 

The ventilation system was not functional.  

According to the staff, meals were provided to the detainees once a day, with coverage from the 

state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food was 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 drawer for keeping the stainless steel tableware, 1 

table and 2 long chairs.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (images) was equipped with 1 desk and 5 chairs fixed to the 

floor, 1 wood rack for the documents, 1 electric boiler, 1 safe, and 1 armchair, plus 1 video camera.  

    

The medical office was located inside the Inspectorate. According to the staff, the duties of feldsher 

were performed by a doctor who was away at that time.  

Each cell had windows, covered with bars, which could be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.6 to 0.57 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

unsatisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each 

cell, but were not separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances had metal doors, with clapper locks that could be opened only from outside. 

The isolator had 7 cells: cells no. 1, 2, 3 functional while cells no. 4, 5, 6  and 7 were suspended 

(images). 
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Cell no. 1 (images annex no.6)  

Size: Total area- 7.08 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 2 blankets. 
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size: Total area- 7.77 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 blankets. 

    

    

Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size: Total area- 7.32 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 
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Short-term recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility, e.g.:  

1. Turn some of the non-functional cells into storerooms for keeping the items for internal use or 

detainee belongings; 

2. Seal the 3 non-functional cells;  

3. Due to the poor quality of the lighting in the 3 functional cells, it would be necessary to change 

all the bulbs for sufficient lighting in the cells.  
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27. Pretrial Detention Isolator of DROCHIA 

Date of visit 24 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Deputy Chief of the Inspectorate Mr. Marin Novac. He 

informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were 5 persons detained in 

the isolator. As a rule, the apprehended persons are held in the isolator for 72 hours, which is a 

sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view of applying 

pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.13 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +19C (same outside the institution). Air humidity varied around 

71%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored by a video camera. According to a 

detainee, the average duration of walks was one hour per day. The total area of the yard was 24.71 m2.  
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According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system was functional.  

The video surveillance system was also functional. Seven video cameras were installed and 

connected in the isolator.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 1 sink, 1 electric boiler, and 2 

toilets.  

      

The ventilation system was functional. 

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with several drawers for keeping the stainless steel tableware, 

1 table, 1 refrigerator and several chairs.  
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The meeting and interrogation room (images) was equipped with 1 desk and 2 chairs fixed to the 

floor, plus 1 video camera.  

    

The medical office (images) had 1 pharmacy for keeping the medications, 1 sink, and 1 bed for 

medical examinations. It also had a waiting room. It was clean and tidy here. The duties of feldsher 

were performed by a doctor.  
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The isolator had 12 cells: cells no. 9, 10, and 11 were functional while cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 

12 were suspended (images) 
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 Cell no. 7 (images)  was used in exceptional cases; however, the staff said it had not been used at 

all in the past two years.  

    

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.9 to 0.88 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

unsatisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

and the toilet was separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



205 
 

Cell no. 9 (images)  

Size: Total area- 13.52 m2. 

Furniture: 3 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets, 3 pillows. 

There were 3 detainees in this cell. 
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Cell no. 10 (images annex no.8)  

Size: Total area- 14.34 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 

There was 1 detainee in this cell. 
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Cell no. 11 (images annex no.9)  

Size: Total area- 14.39 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair. 

Bed linen was missing.  

There were no detainees in this cell.  

 

    

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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28. Pretrial Detention Isolator of EDINEŢ 

Date of visit: 23 Sept 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Inspector of the Escort Service Mr. Alexandru 

Ghergheligiu, police lieutenant. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially 

about the operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that 

currently there were 3 persons detained in the isolator, 1 of whom had gone to court. Usually, the 

apprehended persons are held in the isolator for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for 

the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or 

accused.14  

General findings about the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +24C (same outside the institution). Air humidity varied around 

55 and 57%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians, and so we 

found that the video camera was missing. The average duration of walks for the detainees was one 

hour per day. The total area of the yard was 18.64 m2.  
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According to the police working in this Inspectorate, the anti-fire system 

was functional.  

The video surveillance system was also functional. One camera monitored 

the isolator’s hall, and the other one was installed in the meeting room.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image on the right) that turned out 

to be unsatisfactory. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The 

bathroom had 1 shower.  

The ventilation system was functional. 

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per 

day; however, a detainee denied this and claimed that he was fed only once a day. Food is covered from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

In The Food Unit (images) repair works were taking place at the time of our monitoring visit.  

    

In the medical office, repair works were currently taking place. The duties of feldsher were 

performed by a doctor.  
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The investigation office, having been recently repaired, still smelled of paint (images), was endowed 

with 1 desk fixed to the floor, plus 1 video camera.  

 

 

The isolator had 4 functional cells, of which cell no.2 was under repair works.  

 

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size: Total area- 22.02 m2. 

Furniture: 4 beds, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 1 pillow. 

There was 1 persons detained in this cell. 
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Cell no. 2 (images annex no.6)  

Size: Total area- 13.79 m2. 

Furniture: 3 beds and 1 table. 

Bed linen was missing. 

         

 

Cell no. 3 (images annex no.7)  

Size: Total area- 17.51 m2. 

Furniture: 4 bunk beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 pillows and 2 blankets. 

There were 2 persons detained in this cell. 

   â  
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Cell no. 4  (images annex no.8)  

Size: Total area- 16.93 m2. 

Furniture: 4 beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.89 m to 0.95 m. 

       

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

but were not separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Since the total cell area must ensure not less than 4 m2 for each detainee, this figure was taken into 

account when the beds were installed in the cells.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.   
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29. Pretrial Detention Isolator of COMRAT 

Date of visit: 8 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Provisional Detention Isolator Mr. 

Alexandru Căinac. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the 

operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there 

were three persons detained in the isolator.  

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside 

the cells the air temperature was around +18C (same outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 57%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal net and bars 

installed on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians, there was 

no video camera used. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was one hour per day. 

The total area of the yard was 45.22 m2.  

    

The video surveillance system is also functional. One video camera was installed and connected in 

the isolator, which enabled viewing the entire hall, while the second camera monitored the 

investigation room.  

The ventilation system was functional. 
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We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 3 sinks and 2 toilets.  

    

    

       

 

The medical office had 1 table, 1 safe for keeping the medications and 1 bed for examination, being 

in an unsatisfactory condition.  
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According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.   

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 table, 1 drawer 1 sink, and 1 refrigerator.  

   

    

 

The interrogation room (images) was equipped with 1 table, 2 chairs fixed to the floor and 1 video 

camera. 
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The isolator has 11 cells, of which only cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4 are functional, while the rest i.e. cells no. 

5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 are non-functional and sealed.  

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.7 m; 

Total area- 13.46 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed and 1 regular bed, 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 1 blanket and 1 pillow. 

There was 1 detainee held  in this cell.  

    

 

Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.7 m; 

Total area- 6 m2. 

Furniture: 1 regular bed and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass, 1 blanket. 
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Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.7 m; 

Total area- 13.21 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 4 blankets. 

There were 2 detainees held in this cell. 
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Cell no. 4 (images) was said by the staff to be used when there was a higher number of detainees 

and the other three functional cells were full.  

Size: Total area- 5.1 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed in very poor condition. 

   

    

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.8 to 0.9 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  
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The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were installed inside the 

functional cells and were separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility e.g. arrange a medical office and hire a doctor who would perform 

the duties of feldsher; repair the sanitary installations.  

 

 

30.  Pretrial Detention Isolator of CANTEMIR 

Date of visit: 2 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Head of the Provisional Detention Isolator Mr. Anatol 

Tomoianu. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of 

the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were no 

persons detained in the isolator.  

General findings about the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +16.7C (versus +15C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 57%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee 

walking area (images). There was a metal net and 

bars installed on the top side of the yard. The 

detainees were monitored only by the guardians, 

as there were no video camera used here. 

According to a detainee, the average duration of 
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walks was of approximately one hour per day. The total area of the yard was 17.01 m2.  

The video surveillance system is also functional. Here were five video cameras installed and 

connected in the isolator: 2 video cameras enabled viewing the entire hall, while the third one 

monitored the investigation room.  

The Food Unit (image on the right) was equipped with 1 table, 1 drawer, 1 refrigerator, 1 stove, and 

1 electric kettle.  

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had two showers and two toilets.  

 

     

 

The ventilation system was functional.  
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The investigation room (images) was equipped with 1 table, 3 chairs fixed to the floor and 1 video 

camera.  

    

 

The medical point (image) had 1 table, 1 safe and 1 pharmacy for keeping the medications, 1 sink and 

1 bed for examination. 

 

The isolator had 6 cells, of which only cells no. 1, 2, 3, and 4 were functional; the rest were non-

functional and sealed.  

 

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.68 m; 

Total area- 12.1 m2. 

Furniture: 2 beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.68 m; 

Total area- 9.7 m2. 

Furniture: 2 beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

    

 

Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.68 m; 

Total area- 8.95 m2. 

Furniture: 2 beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 4 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.68 m; 

Total area- 10.75 m2. 

Furniture: 2 beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

    

 

 

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.5 to  0.9 m. 
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The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each 

functional cell, being separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  

 

 

 

31. Pretrial Detention Isolator of CIMIŞLIA 

Date of visit: 3 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Inspector of the Escorting Service of the Provisional 

Detention Isolator Mr. Iurie Cazacu. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially 

about the operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that 

currently there were 6 persons detained in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are held in 

the isolator for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body 

to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.15 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and inside 

the cells the air temperature was around +17C (versus +15C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 57%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (image). There were metal bars installed on 

the top side of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians because there was no 

                                                           
15 INSTRUCTIONS on the Work of Temporary Detention Isolators of Police Stations. Chapter I. 
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video camera installed here. According to a 

detainee, the average duration of walks was of 

approximately one hour per day. The total area of 

the yard was 14.42 m2.  

The video surveillance system is also 

functional. There is one camera installed and 

connected in the isolator that enables viewing the entire hall, while the second one monitors the 

investigation room.  

The ventilation system was functional. 

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 1 sink, and 1 toilet.  

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit was missing, and the staff said that food brought from the cafeteria was immediately 

distributed to the detainees, without being stored.  

The investigation room (image) was equipped with 1 table and 3 chairs fixed to the floor, plus one 

video camera.  
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The medical point (images) had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, 1 bed for medical examinations, and 1 

refrigerator for keeping the medications. The duties of feldsher were performed by a doctor. The 

conditions were satisfactory here.  

    

    

 

 

The isolator had 8 cells: cells no. 1, 2, 3, and 4 were functional, while cells no. 5, 6, 7, and 8 were 

suspended.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with size varying 

around 0.5 to 0.9 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

with the toilet separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  
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Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.   

We were also shown a cell for provisional detention (image 

on the right). According to the staff, persons are held here for up 

to 3 hours. It had 2 benches fixed to the floor and wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.6 m; 

Total area- 11.52 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 4 blankets and 4 pillows. 

There were 3 detainees held in this cell. 

 

    

 



228 
 

Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.63 m; 

Total area- 12.8 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses. 

    

 

Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.61 m; 

Total area- 11.29 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds and 1 table. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets. 

There were 3 detainees held in this cell. 
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Cell no. 4 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.62 m; 

Total area- 12.41 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Bed linen was missing. 

    

 

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility e.g. seal the cells whose operation has been suspended.  
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32. Pretrial Detention Isolator of TARACLIA 

Date of visit: 4 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Deputy Commissar and Head of the Human Resources 

Section Mr. Vasile Ceolac, police captain. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and 

especially about the operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found 

that currently there were no persons detained in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are 

held in the isolator for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation 

body to collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.16 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +19C (versus +15C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 52%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There were metal bars installed on 

the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians because there was no 

video camera installed there. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was of 

approximately one hour per day. The total area of the yard was 17.75 m2.  

    

The video surveillance system was also functional. Two cameras were monitoring the isolator’s hall, 

one was installed in the meeting room, and the fourth one monitored the walking courtyard. There 
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were two video cameras installed and connected in the isolator; one enabled viewing the entire hall, 

while the second one supervised the investigation room.  

We assessed the bathroom conditions (image on the right) that 

turned out to be satisfactory. Water was running when we opened the 

shower tap. The bathroom had two showers and one toilet.  

The ventilation system was functional. 

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three 

times per day, with coverage from the state budget and with 

observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. 

Food is cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a 

services contract concluded. The detainees also receive food from 

their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by 

the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit was equipped with several drawers for keeping the tableware, 1 table, several chairs, 

1 microwave, 2 sinks, one stove, and 1 electric kettle.  

The investigation room was equipped with 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor, plus 1 video camera.  

The medical office (images) had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, and 1 bed for medical examinations. The duties 

of feldsher were performed by a doctor. The conditions were satisfactory here.  
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The isolator had 9 cells: cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4 were functional while cells no. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 were suspended 

and sealed.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.5 to 0.9 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

with the toilet separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

In addition, at the Inspectorate entrance, we found a provisional detention cell. According to the 

staff, persons are held here for up to 3 hours. It had 2 benches fixed to the floor and wall. 

 

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.05 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.13 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

     

 

Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.13 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 4 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.13 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds. 

Available bed linen: 4 matrasses, 2 blankets and 2 pillows. 

     

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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33. Pretrial Detention Isolator of CAHUL 

Date of visit: 7 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Head of the Operational Management Section Mr. 

Iurie Ciobanu, police captain. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about 

the operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently 

there were no persons detained in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are held in the 

isolator for 72 hours, which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to 

collect evidence in view of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.17 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +19C (same outside the institution). Air humidity varied around 

71%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There were metal bars installed on 

the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians as there was no video 

camera used. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was of approximately one hour 

per day. The total area of the yard was 25.88 m2.  

   

The video surveillance system is also functional. There were 3 video cameras installed and 

connected in the isolator, which enabled viewing the entire hall.  
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According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with a washing machine, several drawers for keeping the 

tableware, 1 table, several chairs, 1 sink, and 1 electric boiler.  

    

    

 

We assessed the bathroom conditions that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was running when 

we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower.  

The ventilation system was functional. 

The two investigation rooms (images) were equipped with 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor 

each, plus one video camera, but it was disconnected.  
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The medical office (images) had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, 1 bed for medical examinations and 1 sink. The 

duties of feldsher were performed by a doctor.  

    

 

The isolator had 12 cells: cells no. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 were functional, while cells no. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 

and 12 were suspended and sealed.  

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.95 m; 
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Total area- 9.80 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 

    

    

 

Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.95 m; 

Total area- 9.46 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.95 m; 

Total area- 9.62 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 

    

 

Cell no. 4  

Size:  

Height- 2.90 m; 

Total area- 9.61 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 

 

Cell no. 4 A was being used as a storeroom for keeping items of internal use.  

 

Cell no. 5 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 9.51 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 6 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 2.95 m; 

Total area- 9.98 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed.  

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 

 

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.5 to 0.9 m. 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

being separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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34. Pretrial Detention Isolator of VULCĂNEŞTI 

Date of visit: 11 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Deputy Chief of the Provisional Detention Isolator Mr. 

Afanasie Palic. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation 

of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were no 

persons detained in the isolator. Usually, the apprehended persons are held in the isolator for 72 hours, 

which is a sufficient and necessary term for the criminal investigation body to collect evidence in view 

of applying pretrial arrest to the suspect or accused.18 

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +20C (versus +18C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 56%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There were metal bars installed on 

the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians as there was no video 

camera used. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was of approximately one hour 

per day. The total area of the yard was 26.55 m2.  

    

The video surveillance system is also functional. There were 2 video cameras installed and 

connected in the isolator, with one enabling viewing the entire hall and the second one monitoring the 

investigation room.  
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We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be unsatisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 1 sink, 1 electric boiler, and 2 

toilets.  

       

The ventilation system was functional. 

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with several drawers for keeping the tableware, 2 tables, and 

4 chairs. The conditions were unsatisfactory here.  
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The investigation room (images) was equipped with 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor, plus one 

video camera. This room needs repair and furniture 

    

 

The medical point had 1 pharmacy for keeping medications, 1 sink, and 1 bed for medical 

examinations. The duties of feldsher were performed by a doctor.  

The isolator was equipped with 5 cells: cells no. 1 and 2 were functional while cells no.3, 4, and 5 

(images) were suspended and used as storerooms for items of internal use.  
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Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3.23 m; 

Total area- 16.05 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair. 

    

    

 

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

but were not separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.   

According to the staff, bed linen was distributed to each detainee upon entry into the cell.  
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Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3,23 m; 

Total area- 16.48 m2. 

Furniture: 2 bunk beds, 1 table and 1 chair. 

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.5 to 1.5 m.  

    

    

 

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility.  
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35. Pretrial Detention Isolator of CEADÎR-LUNGA 

Date of visit: 15 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the employee of the provisional detention isolator Mr. 

Grigore Chiseev. He informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the 

operation of the provisional detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there 

were no persons detained in the isolator.  

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +16C (versus +17C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 63%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee 

walking area (image on the right). There was a 

metal plate installed on the topside of the yard. The 

detainees were monitored only by the guardians as 

there was no video camera used. According to a 

detainee, the average duration of walks was of 

approximately one hour per day. The total area of 

the yard was 25.24 m2.  

The video surveillance system is also functional. There was 1 video camera installed and connected 

in the isolator, which enabled viewing the entire hall, while the second one was monitoring the 

investigation room.  

The investigation room was sealed. 

The ventilation system was functional. 

We assessed the bathroom conditions (images) that turned out to be satisfactory. Water was 

running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 1 shower, 2 sinks, and 2 toilets.  
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According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its 

transmission is not forbidden or restricted by 

the responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (image on the right) was 

equipped with 2 tables, 1 drawer, several chairs, 

and disposable tableware. 

The medical office (images) had 1 table and several chairs, 1 drawer, safe and pharmacy for keeping 

medications. Their condition turned out to be satisfactory.  
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The isolator had 10 cells, of which only 1 cell was functional, while the others were non-functional.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.5 to 0.9 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell 

and were functional, with the toilet separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

In addition, at the Inspectorate entrance, we found a provisional detention cell (images). According 

to the staff, persons are held here for up to 24 hours: 

Height- 1.97 m; 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed and 1 regular bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets and 3 pillows. 
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Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 13.25 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed and 1 regular bed, 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 3 matrasses, 3 blankets and 3 pillows. 

   

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility e.g. repair the food unit.  
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36. Pretrial Detention Isolator of BASARABEASCA 

Date of visit: 16 Oct 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Police Officer on duty Mr. Dumitru Dimoglo. He 

informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator. During the discussions, we found that currently there were no persons detained in 

the isolator. According to him, detainees are usually held in the isolator for up to 6-7 days.  

General findings of the detention conditions: 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to an autonomous heating system; in the isolator and in the 

cells the air temperature was around +15C (versus +16C outside the institution). Air humidity varied 

around 63%.  

At the beginning, we visited the detainee walking area (images). There was a metal plate installed 

on the topside of the yard. The detainees were monitored only by the guardians as there was no video 

camera used. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was of approximately one hour 

per day. The total area of the yard was 25.24 m2.  

    

 

The video surveillance system is also functional. There was 1 video camera installed and connected 

in the isolator, which enabled viewing the entire hall; the second camera monitored the investigation 

room. The entry to the detainee walking yard was also monitored by a video camera.  
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We assessed the bathroom conditions that turned out to be unsatisfactory, with an unpleasant smell 

inside. Water was running when we opened the shower tap. The bathroom had 2 showers, 1 sink and 

2 toilets.  

    

 

There was no medical office in the isolator. 

According to the staff, the ventilation system was functional. 

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded. The detainees 

also receive food from their relatives, and its 

transmission is not forbidden or restricted by the 

responsible staff of the Inspectorate.  

The Food Unit (images) was equipped with 1 

table, several drawers for keeping the tableware, 

and 1 sink. Its condition turned out to be 

satisfactory.  
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The investigation room (images) was equipped with 1 table and 2 chairs fixed to the floor, plus one 

video camera and a safe.  

    

 

The isolator had 7 functional cells. 

 

Cell no. 1 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 6.55 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed and 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses, 2 blankets. 

    

 

Cell no. 2 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 
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Total area- 6.61 m2.  

Furniture: 1 bunk bed and 1 table and 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass and 1 blanket. 

    

    

 

Cell no. 3 (images)  

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 7 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass. 
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Cell no. 4 could not be opened for technical reasons.  

 

Cell no. 5 (images) 

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 6.67 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass. 

    

 

Cell no. 6 (images) 

Size:  

Height- 3 m; 

Total area- 6.81 m2. 

Furniture: 1 wood bench fixed to the floor and wall. 

Available bed linen: 1 matrass. 
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Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.5 to 0.9 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were unsatisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside cells 

no.6 and 7. In cells no.1 and 2, the toilets were not working.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

 

Long-Term Recommendations: If funds are allocated, it would be necessary to align all the 

conditions in the isolator to the national and international standards, in view of preventing violations 

of human rights inside this facility e.g. major repair of cells no. 3, 4, 5, and 6.  
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37. Pretrial Detention Isolator of the Police Department of Chisinau 

Date of visit: 13 Nov 2013 

During our visit, we held discussions with the Chief of the Isolator Mr. Eduard Iarmenco. He 

informed us about the work of the Inspectorate, and especially about the operation of the provisional 

detention isolator, and that there were 38 persons detained in the isolator at the time of our visit, 

including 4 convicts.  

General findings about the detention conditions: 

The video surveillance system is also functional. The entire isolator, and even each cell, had video 

surveillance cameras.  

And the alarm system (images) was also functional. There were a few alarm buttons located in the 

hall that could be used as needed.  

 

      

 

The isolator is permanently aired, and the ventilation system was connected so that we could check 

its functioning.  
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We assessed the conditions in the bathroom (image) that turned out to be satisfactory. The 

bathroom had 3 showers, warm and cold water.  

 

 

The Inspectorate was fully connected to the central heating system.  

Detainee walking area (images). There were metal bars and net installed on the topside of the yard. 

The detainees were monitored by guardians and video camera that was installed on the topside of the 

yard. According to a detainee, the average duration of walks was of approximately one hour per day. 

The total area of the yard was 56.15 m2.  

   

According to the staff, meals are provided to the detainees three times per day, with coverage from 

the state budget and with observance of the minimum norms established by the Government. Food is 

cooked and brought from a cafeteria with which there is a services contract concluded.  
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The Food Unit (images) was equipped with several drawers for keeping the tableware, 1 table, 1 

refrigerator, 1 stove and 2 sinks.  

    

 

This facility has 4 offices for criminal investigation measures. These office were equipped with 1 desk 

and 2 chairs each, plus video cameras and one wall with a smoky window.  

The medical office had 1 table, 1 pharmacy, 1 room for medical examinations, and 1 sink. The 

condition proved to be satisfactory.  

The isolator had 22 cells, of which 21 functional and 1 non-functional, suspended.  

Each cell has windows, covered with bars, which can be opened from outside, with sizes varying 

around 0.8 to 0.8 m.  

The artificial lighting source in each cell was represented by a bulb, mounted above the door, with 

satisfactory quality of lighting.  

The sanitary-hygiene conditions were satisfactory. The toilet and sink were located inside each cell, 

being separated by a concrete wall from the rest of the cell.  

Cell entrances have metal doors, with clapper locks that can be opened only from outside.  

Due to being similar, we were shown 2 cells: for 2 and 8 persons, accordingly. These cells were 

unused at the time of our visit.  
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Cell no. 1- sample cell for 2 persons (images)  

Size: Total area- 13.18 m2. 

Furniture: 1 bunk bed, 1 table, 2 chairs. 

Available bed linen: 2 matrasses and 2 pillows. 
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Cell no. 9 – sample cell for 2 persons (images)  

Size: Total area- 31.74 m2. 

Furniture: 4 bunk beds, 1 table and 4 chairs. 

Bed linen was missing. 

    

    

 

The isolator also had 3 cells for provisional detention. In such cells, persons are detained for not 

more than 3 hours (images).  

 

 

 

 

 


